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Look out for voting on our new logo and tagline – coming soon!



Our teachers: Mrs Corbould and Miss Smith

Our teaching assistants: Mrs Dixon and Ms Poulton

Other adults we see: Mrs Harris, Mrs Tigbe and Kurtis

Other important people to know: Mrs Heath, Mrs Sahota, Mr Ledgard



The world we live in seems to get busier and busier and that can make finding the time to talk really challenging.  
However, we know that effective home/school communication makes things work better for us all.

We have been working on setting up more varied opportunities for parents to come into school over the year (e.g. 
tonight’s meeting and open morning in the summer) and these occasions, along with parents’ evenings (dates on 

the website), are really important.

However, if you are worried about something or puzzled or want some help, we would always say to come and 
talk to us.

If you can’t (or would prefer not to) catch us at the beginning and end of school, either ring the school office or 
send in an email.



No day in school is 
ever quite the same 
but most days follow 

a pattern like this:

8:45 to 8:55 Children come into classrooms

8:55 to 9:30 Register than Guided Reading carousel

9:30 to 10:30 Session 1 (Maths or English)

10:30 to 10:45 Assembly

10:45 to 11:00 Morning Break

11:00 to 12:00 Session 2 (Maths or English)

12:00 to 12:20 Basic Skills Session (e.g. Spelling)/ PSHE

12:20 to 1:20 Lunch Break

1:20 to 2:20 Session 3 (wider curriculum)

2:20 to 2:35 Afternoon Break

2:35 to 3:30 Session 4 (wider curriculum)

3:30 End of school day



In-school reading
Children take part in Guided Reading each morning where they read a text in a small group with an adult who 

supports them in their word reading but also their comprehension. 
There is lots of opportunity too for children to read independently in school. We have a range of book corner 

books available to them, as well as a large variety of literature in the school library.

Home reading
Children are given a reading book to take home to read alone and with an adult. When children are reading 

banded books they will take home a reading journal for parents/carers to sign when they have been heard read. 
Others, will have free reader books and use the class reading record to write in and rate their reading.



In Year 4, children are expected to develop their use of joined handwriting throughout the year. However, writing 
is not just about handwriting and we focus heavily on content and on spelling, grammar and punctuation (SPaG). 
Furthermore, we look for children to be using a variety of sentence structures, in order to create cohesive pieces 

of writing. 

Throughout the year, we will be exploring a variety of fiction and non-fiction writing styles.   



Spelling Lessons
In these sessions children learn spelling rules that help them conquer spellings they may never have encountered. 

They are little ‘tricks’ and strategies that help them spell successfully.

Statutory Words 
By the end of Year 4, children are expected to be able to spell the Year 3/4 statutory words. At Grange Farm we 

break these into separate year lists. The children take home 8 spellings a week; 4 or five are class spellings (which 
will usually be a mixture of topic words and statutory words), the rest are incorrect spellings that have been 

identified in our marking of their books. Children will take home a red folder containing these spelling words as 
well as any other evidence of spelling practise. The are expected to bring them to school each day.



The children all have maths targets which are times 
tables and related division facts. They are tested 
every few weeks. To move onto the next target, they 
have to confidently demonstrate they can answer 
the questions quickly.
Whilst arithmetic skills are important, children must 
also develop their mathematical reasoning skills. We 
do this through encouraging the children to explain 
how they know their answer and explore various 
possibilities.

Cyclical nature of curriculum

 Count in 6s, 7s, 9s, 25s, 1000s and hundredths; count backwards
through zero to include negative numbers
Read, write, compare, order and know place value of numbers to
at least 10000 and numbers with the same number of decimal
places up to two decimal places
Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 and decimals
with 1 decimal place to the nearest whole number
Add and subtract up to four-digit numbers mentally and using
formal written columnar methods
Tables and division facts 12 x 12, including 0 and 1
Multiply three numbers
Multiply two and three digit numbers by a one-digit number using
formal written layout
Dividing a one or two-digit number by 10 and 100, identifying
value of digits
Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator
Measure and calculate perimeter of rectilinear shapes in metres
and centimetres
Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares
Read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12 and
24 hour clocks
Conversion between units of measure
Sorting and classifying quadrilaterals and triangles
Identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes presented in different
orientations
Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order angles
up to two right angles by size
Describing positions and translations (movement) within the first
quadrant
Solve number and practical problems involving these ideas



Most mornings in school are focussed on English and Maths.  During the afternoon, we divide our time between the rest 
of the areas of the curriculum.  A lot of this learning is based on Cornerstones topic themes  - in Year 4, these are:

Bottoms, Burps and Bile – The Digestive System
Blue Abyss – Oceans

Pharaohs - Ancient Egyptians 
Traders and Raiders – Vikings

Road Trip USA - America

Not all subjects fit with the topic theme each term and are taught separately instead.  We try to ensure that children get 
experience of every subject, every term.



The government expects children to do two hours of Physical Education every week, covering a variety of areas 
including games, gymnastics, dance, athletics and swimming.  Children have to do P.E. – if they can’t for any 

reason, please do let us know with a note.

We have set times for P.E. (see Autumn term information letter) which do change each term because coordinating 
all the classes doing all of these activities can be a little complicated.  We aim to minimise the number of different 
people that teach children during the year but they may see different people for P.E. throughout the year because 

we try to take advantage of different people’s expertise (e.g. in dance of gymnastics).

Please make sure that children have their kit in with them all the time because sometimes we do have to be 
flexible (e.g. when the weather is not good).  Having a tracksuit in P.E. bags is a really good idea because we will go 

out for P.E. games sessions unless it is particularly unpleasant or conditions are unsafe.



When?
Children receive spelling 

words each Monday after 
being tested on the previous 

week’s words.

How long?
They have one week to learn 

them.

How much help?
Spelling practise should be 

encouraged and overseen by 
you but completed 

independently.

When? 
Children get weekly Guided 
Reading homework. Home 

reading books are given out 
periodically. 

How long?
One week to compete the 

homework.

How much help?
Guided Reading homework 
should be overseen by you 
but done independently.

Children on banded reading 
books should be heard read 

aloud at home.

When? 
Children have Maths 

homework which comes home 
on a Friday.

How long?
Children have a week to 

complete it unless otherwise 
stated.

How much help?
This should be completed 

independently. If your child 
has needed lots of your help 

with it, please write ‘adult 
supported’ on the sheet.

When?
Some weeks, in place of 

Maths homework (particularly 
near to a half term holiday) 

children will be set other 
curriculum homework such as 

Topic research.

How long?
Clear instructions will be 

given about hand in days on 
the date of issue.

How much help?
It should be overseen by you 

but completed independently.

Spelling

Reading
Maths Other

We will be looking at our approach to home learning this year.  Keep an eye out for some new ideas on the way soon.



All children are different and one of the challenges that all schools face is meeting the needs of all of the different 
learners that we have.  We all want every child to make the most of their potential.

Most of what we do is about differentiating children’s experiences in lessons, setting independent tasks and 
asking questions that help to challenge them at an appropriate level.

However, where there is something specific to work on, a child may do some extra work (either individually or in a 
group) with a teacher of a teaching assistant.  This extra bit of work is called “intervention” and can be because a 

child has a particular hurdle we are trying to overcome or because we think we can push them on a bit further 
with some of their learning.

Our school SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) is Mrs Sahota.  She will support teachers, children and 
families where a specific barrier has been identified that could have a longer-term impact on their learning.  If you 

have any concerns about anything like this, please do talk to us.



Children have an assembly almost every day.

Mondays – Class Assembly
Tuesdays – Whole school Singing Assembly

Wednesdays – Open the Book Assembly
Thursdays – Key Stage 2 Assembly with Mr Ledgard

(Every other) Friday – Key Stage 1 Achievement Assembly

Every week we have an assembly theme to focus on – these include ideas taken from the school vision, key values, 
topical national events and also festivals and celebrations from the major world religions.





Every term we try to run as wide a range of clubs as we can.  A letter will come out explaining what is running and 
we then ask parents to request places for the clubs their child would like to do.  We always try to get children into 

the clubs they want and allocate places as fairly as possible where clubs are oversubscribed.

Sometimes, because of the number of clubs we do, there are clashes where children would want to do more than 
one club at the same time.  This is hard to avoid because the club timetable gets very complicated (providing hall 
space if a challenge) but we do rotate when clubs happen over time to try to prevent it being a problem all year.

We also run lunchtime clubs because this helps us provide as many opportunities as possible for our children to be 
healthy and active during their week.  However, eating lunch comes first and we will rearrange things if this ever 

seems to be a problem.

Fun for Kids provide wrap-around care facilities at school every school day of the year from 8am to 6pm.  If you 
need this provision, please call Tracey Russell-Brookes (07940 128172).  They have also started to offer holiday 

clubs at school and you can now book for the October half-term week.



Teachers assess children all the time.  Listening to their answers, observing them in lessons and marking their 
independent work all gives us valuable information about the things they can do and what they need to work on 

next.

However, we do also use more formal testing at times to help build this picture of their achievement.





We will be adding more to the website throughout the year – we will let you know in the newsletter




