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Look out for voting on our new logo and tagline – coming soon!



Our teacher: Miss Pennington

Our teaching assistants: Mrs Clarke

Other adults we see: Mr Ledgard, Miss O’Brien, Kurtis, Rob

Other important people to know: Mrs Heath, Mrs Sahota, Mr Ledgard



The world we live in seems to get busier and busier and that can make finding the time to talk really challenging.  
However, we know that effective home/school communication makes things work better for us all.

We have been working on setting up more varied opportunities for parents to come into school over the year (e.g. 
tonight’s meeting and open morning in the summer) and these occasions, along with parents’ evenings (dates on 

the website), are really important.

However, if you are worried about something or puzzled or want some help, we would always say to come and 
talk to us.

If you can’t (or would prefer not to) catch us at the beginning and end of school, either ring the school office or 
send in an email.



No day in school is 
ever quite the same 
but most days follow 

a pattern like this:

8:45 to 8:55 Children come into classrooms

8:55 to 9:30 Register then Guided Reading carousel

9:30 to 10:30 Session 1 (English)

10:30 to 10:45 Assembly

10:45 to 11:00 Morning Break

11:00 to 12:20 Session 2 (Maths)

12:20 to 1:20 Lunch Break

1:20 to 2:20 Session 3 (wider curriculum)

2:20 to 2:35 Afternoon Break

2:35 to 3:30 Session 4 (wider curriculum)

3:30 End of school day



A guided reading carousel takes place on a daily basis and children will have a teacher-led guided reading session 
once a week, as part of this carousel. In addition to the directed guided reading, children are expected to regularly 
read and swap their own reading books and work in their reading journals as frequently as possible. Although they 
are regularly encouraged to do this, it is their responsibility and so we really welcome your support with this. Even 
in Year 6, children will benefit from reading aloud to others as well as reading independently. 



Children have an English lesson every day that usually focusses on producing a piece of writing at the end of each 
unit. Each week, there will be a stand alone grammar and punctuation lesson that will feed into this writing. 

Although the children are taught a broad range of writing skills, there is an increased focus on grammar, 
punctuation and spelling when it comes to assessment in Year 6. Children will begin a unit by looking at texts of 

various genres and analysing their structure and content. These texts are then used as models for children to base 
their own writing on. There is a large focus on the process of drafting, proofreading and editing their writing and 
shorter writing opportunities along the way. Children use ‘Magpie’ books, in which they ‘steal’ vocabulary from 

texts they read, ready to use in their own writing and this can be a simple but valuable activity that can take place 
when reading at home. Writing is assessed by the class teacher and this judgement is made using work from 

children’s English book between January and June.



Spelling lessons take place 3 times a week and children also have an additional weekly practice session during the
guided reading carousel. These sessions address a range of rules, as well as general strategies for spelling and
practice of statutory words. The spellings that are sent home for homework will be individual to each child and
will be made up of spellings that have been incorrectly spelt on a previous occasion.



Children have a maths lesson every day. This will 
consist of regular practice of basic skills and 
arithmetic, as well as new concepts being 

introduced. Problem solving and reasoning are key 
elements of the new curriculum and run through all 
maths lessons. The curriculum has a cyclical nature 

and most topics are re-visited and built on each 
term. Children will have an individual maths target, 
which will, at first, be based on any times tables or 

division facts that they are unable to rapidly recall at 
the start of the year. They will practise their targets 

several times a week and be tested once a fortnight.

 Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 million and determine the value

of each digit

 Short and long multiplication and division using numbers up to four digits; multiply
one-digit numbers with up to two decimal places by whole numbers

 Mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers

 Multiply and divide numbers by 10, 100 and 1000 where the answers are up to
three decimal places

 Add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers

 Multiply simple pairs of proper fractions and divide proper fractions by whole
numbers

 Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, decimals and percentages

 Solve problems involving ratio and proportion

 Use algebra in terms of formula, sequences, variables and unknowns

 Recognise and use the formula for volume and area including parallelograms and
triangles

 Illustrate and name parts of circles, including radius, diameter and circumference
and know that the diameter is twice the radius

 Recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line, or are vertically
opposite, and find missing angles

 Draw and translate simple shapes on the coordinate plane, and reflect them in the
axes

 Construct pie charts

 Calculate and interpret the mean as an average

 Solve number and practical problems involving these ideas



Most mornings in school are focussed on English and Maths.  During the afternoon, we divide our time between the rest of 
the areas of the curriculum.  A lot of this learning is based on Cornerstones topic themes  - in Year 6, these are:

A Child’s War
This topic studies life during World War 2, particularly from a child’s perspective. History, geography, art and DT skills will be delivered via this themed approach. 
By the end of the unit, children will have an understanding of the reasons for war, the impact on the everyday lives of people, including children, and the 
significant individuals of the period. Children will also learn about the significance of the London and Coventry Blitz and the social and human impact of them. 

Darwin’s Delights
Children will find out about Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution, looking at the route he took on HMS Beagle and focussing particularly on the Galapagos 
Islands. They will make scientific observations of plants and animals in the local environment and learn about fossils. Science, history, geography and art/DT skills 
will be developed throughout this topic. 

Blood Heart
Here we focus on the effect of lifestyle and exercise on our bodies. One of the key focuses in the final term of Year 6 is on PSHE/citizenship and preparing children 
ready for secondary school. Drug education sessions will be delivered, looking mainly at making choices and the effects of alcohol and tobacco. This is linked 
closely to the creative curriculum topic work.

Not all subjects fit with the topic theme each term and are taught separately instead.  We try to ensure that children get 
experience of every subject, every term.



The government expects children to do two hours of Physical Education every week, covering a variety of areas 
including games, gymnastics, dance, athletics and swimming.  Children have to do P.E. – if they can’t for any 

reason, please do let us know with a note.

We have set times for P.E. (see Autumn term information letter) which do change each term because coordinating 
all the classes doing all of these activities can be a little complicated.  We aim to minimise the number of different 
people that teach children during the year but they may see different people for P.E. throughout the year because 

we try to take advantage of different people’s expertise (e.g. in dance of gymnastics).

Please make sure that children have their kit in with them all the time because sometimes we do have to be 
flexible (e.g. when the weather is not good).  Having a tracksuit in P.E. bags is a really good idea because we will go 

out for P.E. games sessions unless it is particularly unpleasant or conditions are unsafe.



Your child will be given spellings 
to learn on a Friday and will be 
tested in class on the following 

Friday. They will need to 
complete their set of 10 spellings 

twice and then choose the 5 
hardest words to practise again. 
On the back they must write a 

sentence containing each of the 
words.

Children will be bringing home 
weekly guided reading work. 

Please ask them which day they 
have it as this may vary from time 
to time. They will have a week to 

complete it. The work will be 
completed in their yellow reading 
journals and will usually consist of 

some reading and a set of 
questions to answer. Reading 
journals must come back and 

forth with the children every day, 
as they will use them regularly in 

class.

Maths will be sent out on a 
Wednesday to be completed by 
the Friday of that week. This will 
usually be a differentiated sheet 
linked to a topic that the children 

have been learning that week. 
This sheet is designed for practice 
and consolidation and so would 

not necessarily reflect the level of 
challenge provided in class.

A grammar or punctuation task 
will be sent out on a Monday and 

should be completed by the 
following Wednesday. This will 
usually consist of a sheet that 
should be stuck into their blue 

grammar and punctuation 
homework books. The work will 
be practice and consolidation of 

the area taught in Monday’s 
grammar and punctuation letter.

Spelling Reading Maths Grammar/Punctuation

We will be looking at our approach to home learning this year.  Keep an eye out for some new ideas on the way soon.



All children are different and one of the challenges that all schools face is meeting the needs of all of the different 
learners that we have.  We all want every child to make the most of their potential.

Most of what we do is about differentiating children’s experiences in lessons, setting independent tasks and 
asking questions that help to challenge them at an appropriate level.

However, where there is something specific to work on, a child may do some extra work (either individually or in a 
group) with a teacher of a teaching assistant.  This extra bit of work is called “intervention” and can be because a 

child has a particular hurdle we are trying to overcome or because we think we can push them on a bit further 
with some of their learning.

Our school SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) is Mrs Sahota.  She will support teachers, children and 
families where a specific barrier has been identified that could have a longer-term impact on their learning.  If you 

have any concerns about anything like this, please do talk to us.



Children have an assembly almost every day.

Mondays – Key Stage 1 Assembly with Mr Ledgard
Tuesdays – Whole school Singing Assembly

Wednesdays – Open the Book Assembly
Thursdays – Class Assembly

(Every other) Friday – Key Stage 1 Achievement Assembly

Every week we have an assembly theme to focus on – these include ideas taken from the school vision, key values, 
topical national events and also festivals and celebrations from the major world religions.





Every term we try to run as wide a range of clubs as we can.  A letter will come out explaining what is running and 
we then ask parents to request places for the clubs their child would like to do.  We always try to get children into 

the clubs they want and allocate places as fairly as possible where clubs are oversubscribed.

Sometimes, because of the number of clubs we do, there are clashes where children would want to do more than 
one club at the same time.  This is hard to avoid because the club timetable gets very complicated (providing hall 
space if a challenge) but we do rotate when clubs happen over time to try to prevent it being a problem all year.

We also run lunchtime clubs because this helps us provide as many opportunities as possible for our children to be 
healthy and active during their week.  However, eating lunch comes first and we will rearrange things if this ever 

seems to be a problem.

Fun for Kids provide wrap-around care facilities at school every school day of the year from 8am to 6pm.  If you 
need this provision, please call Tracey Russell-Brookes (07940 128172).  They have also started to offer holiday 

clubs at school and you can now book for the October half-term week.



Teachers assess children all the time.  Listening to their answers, observing them in lessons and marking their 
independent work all gives us valuable information about the things they can do and what they need to work on 

next.

However, we do also use more formal testing at times to help build this picture of their achievement.

Year 6 SATs will take place in the week beginning 14th May 2018. Children will be tested in reading, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar and maths (arithmetic and reasoning). During the school year children will have regular 

opportunities to complete practice papers in order to build their confidence and exam technique.
Writing is assessed by the teacher and this judgement is made using work from children’s English book between 

January and June.





We will be adding more to the website throughout the year – we will let you know in the newsletter




