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A very warm welcome back to Grange Farm after a lovely, relaxing summer break.  There is 
a great deal planned to keep the children occupied, entertained and challenged now that 
they are in KS2.  The move to KS2 brings lots of changes.  In Year 3, we encourage the 
children to gain independence and they will take on new responsibilities. This includes being 
responsible for changing their own reading and library books (see below) as well as 
remembering to bring the necessary items to school every day.  This is a challenge at the 
start of the term but the children very soon learn the rules and routines and become much 
more grown up! 
 
Topics this term will be ‘Tremors’ followed by ‘Gods and Mortals’. 
 

Tremors:  a first view into the Ancient Roman world of Pompeii and the 
events leading up to the eruption of AD79.  We will investigate the workings of volcanoes, 
different types of rocks and soils and the life of a typical child in Ancient Pompeii.  Much of 
our English will be linked to our Creative Curriculum topics and include stories, eye witness 
accounts, non-chronological reports and fiery poetry!   We will continue daily work on 
spelling, punctuation and sentence structure within these modules. 
 

Gods and Mortals:  continuing the ancient theme, we will discover an Ancient 
Greek world full of mythical creatures and legendary heroes, of Daedalus and Icarus, 
Theseus and Helen of Troy - a journey of discovery culminating in writing our own Greek 
myth.  We will explore the terrain of Greece, draw maps of the ancient world learning all 
about the myths and legends of this fascinating time.  English will be linked to our Creative 
Curriculum topics and include myths, instructions, diary entries and character exploration.  
 
A few things to be aware of: 
 
Reading– children will continue to have home reading logs this year (yellow) which, again, 
need to be brought to school daily.  Children must have a reading book in school every day 
please, either their own from home, a library book or their home reading book. It is so 
important that children continue to read at home with an adult and record this in their 
Reading Logs – thank you for your support in helping your child to do this. Books from 
school or any books from home or the local library can all be written in. Most importantly, do 
take time to discuss what has been read.  It is common for children in this age group to be 
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brilliant decoders (i.e., they can read the written word) but to have less well developed 
comprehension, recall and inference skills.  Children will be regularly assessed by me to 
ensure their home reading band matches BOTH their decoding skill and their higher level 
comprehension skills and will only move reading bands when I am confident that they are 
secure in all these skills.  If you would like any advice on how to support the development of 
these skills at home, just let me know.  
 
Children will be expected to take responsibility for changing their book independently as 
often as they need by ticking a list kept in school. I will check the list regularly. 
 
Spellings – set and tested on Monday this half term.  There will be a mixture of whole class 
spellings and spellings individual to your child.  You will have had a letter home outlining the 
new scheme we use.  Children will bring home their spellings on their practice sheet which 
they work on over the week, then return the following week, to keep in their spelling folders 
in school. 
 
PE kit – this needs to be kept in school and must be named.  This should also include 
clothes that are warm as the weather turns colder.  
 
Lost property – This is kept in the lobby at the front of the school.  
 
Library – the children use the library independently this year as part of Guided Reading 
activities.  The date of your child’s Guided Reading session and Library session has been 
sent home in their Reading Logs already. 
 

Maths – we follow the new National Curriculum 2014 for maths.   
 

Homework & Targets – the children have individual writing and maths targets.  
Children will be tested on their times tables or division facts every week, including 11x and 
12x (which often catches them out).  They will need to show on two occasions that they are 
fluent, able to answer rapidly without counting and in any order so as to move on to the next 
target. 
 
Numeracy homework will begin after the half term.  
 
Reading homework which will be sent home on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday 
(depending on their group) to be returned, along with the reading book, by the same day on 
the following week.  Again, specific information relating to your child has been sent home. 
 
I very much value the support you offer your children and it’s always lovely to share any 
additional information, work or news relevant to our learning that the children wish to bring 
from home.  We often look at books, powerpoints and websites that the children wish to 
share (or have made themselves!) and I would encourage them to investigate around our 
topics.  (NB: We do not have Show and Tell or toys in school). 
 
Lots of exciting things then this term!  We also have some special trips lined up this year; 
more to follow later!  I hope this has answered any questions you may have had but please 
feel free to pop in after school, call the office or drop me an email via the office if you need 
any further information, clarification or reassurance.  I will make sure I get back to you at the 
earliest opportunity. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Claire Dismorr 
Class Teacher, Year 3 


