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AUTUMN IN YEAR 1 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 
As the new term starts the Year 1 team would like to extend a huge, warm welcome to all parents, 
carers and children.  
 
This first term is a big transition point for your child as they move from the play-based approach in 
Reception to the more formal approach to learning in Key Stage One. You may find your child 
struggles to settle in the first few weeks as they make this adjustment to more formal schooling. 
This can be an anxious time for both children and parents whilst children settle into this new way 
of school life. With support from school staff and families we hope to make this transition as easy 
as possible for your child.  
 
With time and patience children do grow to love the structure of Year 1 and will soon be racing 
through the door each morning to start their learning!  
 
We look forward to getting to know your child and providing them with an engaging and 
stimulating curriculum that will help them to develop academically, socially and emotionally.  
 
This term we will be covering:  
 
English – in English we will be looking at Stories from Familiar Settings. We will be working on our 
construction of a sentence, letter formation and writing captions. We will then move to Poetry 
Using the Senses, using Autumn as our stimulus.  
After the half term holiday the children will look at Stories with Predictable and Patterned 
Language. They will use drama and music to help them engage with the syllabus.  
 
Phonics – we will be revising sounds learned in Reception and beginning to learn alternative 
spellings of sounds. We will also be working on the 100 High Frequency Words for reading and 
spelling.  
 
Maths – we will be working on the following objectives in this first half term:  

o Counting reliably 20 objects and beyond  
o Reading and writing numbers to 20, and then 100.  
o Ordering numbers to 20 and beyond.  
o Finding 1 more/less and then 10 more/less than a number.  
o Addition and subtraction of one-digit numbers and one-digit numbers to/from 

two-digit numbers.  
o Partitioning numbers into tens and ones (units) 
o Counting forwards and backwards in 2s, 5s and 10s.  
o Learning by heart number bonds to 5 and 10  

 



o Finding half of shapes and small groups of objects 
o Identifying coins, making specified amounts of money  
o Telling the time to the hour, half hour and beyond 

Topic – Our first topic this half term is called ‘Memory Box’. In this topic the children will be 
learning about themselves through history, art and science. The children will learn to name body 
parts, their senses, about alive and inanimate objects and the stages of growth. The children will 
also be learning to write about their past. Our second topic after half term is called ‘Bright 
Lights, Big City’.  
 
RE – In this first half term we will be learning about the Christian story of creation. In the second 
half of this term we will be looking at Christmas and gift-giving.  
 
Reading – Please try to listen to your child read as often as possible. Good readers read regularly 
and read a variety of books including quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  
This term children will begin to develop their understanding of fiction and non-fiction.  
In order to move up a book band, children must be able to discuss what they have read 
confidently and talk about what might happen next. Children should be encouraged to stop at 
unknown words and attempt to work out what a word means within the context of a sentence. 
Children must also be able to paraphrase what they have learned from a non-fiction book and find 
out specific information using the contents page, index page and glossary.  
When your child needs to change their reading book please encourage them to place their reading 
book and reading record in the change book tray by the external classroom door as they enter in 
the morning as this encourages independence.  
 
Weekly spelling tests will start after the October half term.  
 
Please check your child’s book bag regularly for letters and information, as well as the classroom 
parent notices window.  
 
Library books will be changed on a Thursday in Mrs Whateley’s class and on a Wednesday in Mrs 
Kumar’s class.  Please ensure library books are in school on those days. 
 
Please can you ensure that your child has brought in their PE kit.  PE kits should include jogging 
bottoms and jumper/fleece so that the children have appropriate clothing for outdoor PE 
activities.  
 
We hope you are as excited as we are about the coming year.  
 
If you ever have any questions, concerns or comments please feel free to speak to any member of 
the Year 1 team at any time. 
 
Thanks and best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
Emma Whateley and Rajan Kumar 


