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Grange Farm Primary School 

AUTUMN IN YEAR 2 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Welcome back to Year 2.  We hope you had a relaxing and enjoyable summer break and that the 
children are ready for the fun and challenges of the new school year! It is going to be a fun year full of 
lots of learning and new adventures; we can’t wait to see what the year has in store for us! 
 
As your child is moving to the top of Key Stage 1 we ask that you encourage them to develop their 
independence skills and let your child bring their own book bag, lunch box and coat into the 
classroom in the morning and say your goodbyes as the children line up on the playground. School 
does need to start promptly, as there is so much learning to pack in! Children should also have a 
separate named water bottle for use during the day (water only please). 
 
Topics for this term are outlined below. As always, we value the support you offer your children and it 
is always lovely to share any additional information, work or news relevant to our learning that the 
children wish to bring from home.   
 
PPA cover- both classes: Tuesday PM: Art and PE with specialist teachers.  
 
English - this term, we will be reading lots of Fairy Tales that are familiar to the children and we will 
reflect on similarities and differences in characters and settings. Non-fiction writing will be instructions 
and recounts and we will be investigating patterns in poetry. We will also have daily spelling sessions 
and weekly SPaG sessions focussing on the more ‘technical’ aspects of English, such as grammar, 
punctuation and spelling. Handwriting continues to be a primary focus as children consolidate the 
correct way to form their letters before moving towards joining up their writing more consistently. 
Some children will be encouraged to use pencil grips to ensure correct letter formation.  
 
Reading - we ask the children to read for a few minutes each evening at home and thank you for your 
support in encouraging this.  In Year 2, as children become accurate decoders, the focus sharpens on 
making sure children can talk about what they have read and show good understanding and 
comprehension. Children have been shown the correct place to put their Home Reading Book to 
change it (once an adult at home has signed their Reading Log) and are encouraged to remember to 
do this on their own. They may do this as often as they wish but at least twice weekly. 
 
Spellings - set once a week and tested the following week (on Friday). Please continue to support 
your child with their spellings each week. We will have 5 specific spelling lessons each week which 
will focus on the spelling rules for Year 2. These rules will be applied and practised daily. Home 
spellings will comprise of 6 words; 4 whole class words taken from the Year 2 Common Exception 
words and spelling rules, and 2 individual spellings from their personal spelling error list. Weekly 
spellings are sent home as home learning and their completed sheet will need to be brought back in 
every Friday.  
 
Library - every Friday. Please make sure the children bring their books back even if they wish to 
renew them. 
 
Maths – Reasoning will be a huge focus within our daily Maths lessons as well as consolidating 
calculation methods involving the 4 operations. There will be a weekly mental arithmetic test where 
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the children can challenge themselves to improve on their previous week’s score. Children will be set 
individual maths targets which they will be tested on once every two weeks. The focus will remain on 
number bonds and multiplication/division facts. Support at home can be given by learning number 
bonds to 10 (then 20) and the 10x, 2x, 5x and 3x tables. Our weekly Maths topics will be displayed in 
the middle room window.  
 
PE - this term will take place on Tuesday (Sports Coach) and Thursday (class teacher).  Please make 
sure your child has their indoor and outdoor PE kit (named please!) in school at all times. We will be 
focussing on team games and football skills.  
 
Creative curriculum – 
This half term’s cross curricular topic is called ‘Tunnels, Towers and Turrets’. 
This project has a design technology focus and will enable the children to plan, 
build and evaluate structures. The children will explore the features and designs 
of various castles around the world and we will carry out research about life in a 
castle. We will look specifically at the history of a nearby castle (Warwick Castle) 
and examine how they have changed over time. We will also look at world-famous 
tunnels and bridges and consider why they are needed, and suggest reasons why 
they might have been built. This topic will link to the English unit, Fairy Tales, and 
allow the children to make connections with Fairy Tales settings.  
 

After half term, our topic will be entitled ‘Beat, Band, Boogie!’, this will 
have a music focus and will provide opportunities to explore rhythm, 
pulse, pitch and percussion instruments. We will explore how different 
rhythmic patterns are created and developed. The children will have the 
opportunity to experiment with different instruments and create their own 
marching band. Dance, Art and English activities linked to the topic will 
enable the children to express their ideas in a variety of forms.  
 

 
Discreet subjects-  

 Science: Substances, Matter and Materials and Working Scientifically  

 Geography: Comparing China to the UK 

 RE- Kindness (a range of religions will be covered).  

 Computing- Basic skills 

 Music- Charanga Scheme  
 
Lots of exciting things are happening this term! I hope this has answered any questions you may have 
had but please feel free to pop in after school, or write me a message in your child’s Reading Log if 
you need any further information, clarification or reassurance. Please see our ‘Parent Notice Board’ 
for up to date information and school news.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Miss Sargent and Miss Lewis 
Year 2 Teachers 
 
 


