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Grange Farm Primary School 

AUTUMN IN YEAR 5 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

I would like to welcome all the children to Year Five.  I hope it is 

going to be a great year with lots of fun, learning and adventures 

together.   After sharing their wonderful ‘holiday boxes’ in class, it is 

obvious the Summer was a time of creating happy memories and 

enjoying family time together.  I am not sure that term time can 

compare to the holiday time, but nevertheless there is a lot 

planned for the weeks ahead.  May I take this opportunity to thank you for 

supporting them to complete the Summer homework.   

 

In Year Five, the children have already been introduced to the importance of 

the ‘Three R’s’ - Respect, Responsibility and Resilience.  These will remain a 

focus throughout the year and will hopefully support your child as they 

progress on their school journey.  I will be operating an online class system of 

points called ‘Dojos’ to reinforce these skills.  If your child is the first to achieve 

fifty in the half term, then I will be telephoning to inform you of their 

achievement and they will receive some Ipad time. 

 

In terms of the curriculum, our Creative Topic for the term will be The 

Victorians.  The children will study various aspects including, Victorian Royal 

Family, Life in Victorian Times, Factory Life, Children in Victorian days and Dr 

Barnardo.  They will compare Victorian life to life today.   In Literacy, the 

children will be reading ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty and will complete a 

range of writing around the theme of this book. They will consider characters, 

setting and plot and how it links to the Victorian topic. They will also complete 

research to write a biography, use aspects of the Victorian era for debate 

and discursive writing and write reports on aspects of Victorian Life.  In 

grammar, they will learn to construct relative clauses, convert nouns and 

adjectives to verbs by adding suffixes and use adverbials.  Numeracy 

coverage is attached for Year Five.  Our Science topic will cover properties 

and changes in materials.  There will be plenty of practical work and 

investigations to be carried out to ensure the children develop their 

understanding of fair testing and investigational skills.   In IT, the children will 

be developing their research and presentation skills and also developing their 
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understanding of coding. The RE this term, will cover aspects of Sikhism, 

Hinduism and Christianity. 

 

This term, Mrs Stacey will be teaching RE and IT on a Tuesday afternoon.  On 

Thursday afternoon, the children will have Art with the art teacher and PE, led 

by the sports coach. 

 

The children will have weekly spellings sheet, with a sentence writing task on 

the back.  These will come home in a folder on a Monday to be tested the 

following week.  Your child should aim to learn these thoroughly and apply 

them in their writing. Guided Reading homework will be dependent on the 

day your child has their session, but there will usually be either some reading 

to be done or a short written task, for the following week.  Numeracy targets 

will also form part of the ongoing homework.  Other homework will be set 

weekly or fortnightly, depending on the task and will cover a range of skills 

and subjects.  Once a month, your child will be given ‘Free Choice’ which is 

to encourage them to be creative in their own way.  They will be required to 

bring in something that they have spent approximately an hour working on-it 

could be art, baking, photography, a story, a model etc.  Your support in 

ensuring that all homework is completed would be appreciated.  Your child 

will have a homework diary with the details of any homework written down.  

This will be sent home when homework is set.  

 

Important Dates;   

Friday 30 September   Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Wednesday 21 September   Black Country Museum 

 

I look forward to working with your child and having your continued support 

to ensure that as a team, we have a productive and positive year. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

A phone call can often be sufficient to deal with issues that arise and if not, 

an appointment can be arranged.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

C Matthews 

 

 
 
 


