
Grange Farm Primary School  

Dear Parents, 

It has been a brilliantly busy week in school with all sorts of things to 
enjoy in the newsletter this Friday.  As usual, children are working 
really hard across the curriculum and it is always a pleasure to walk 
around school and see such focussed learning environments. 

However, the learning also extends outside of the classroom and 
there is much to enjoy this week about what children across school 
have been up to as well as the normal mix of  news and information. 

Please also have a careful read of the road safety information in this 
week’s newsletter and share it with everyone who drops your chil-
dren off at school.  We need everybody to be part of the solution. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mr Ledgard 

NEWSLETTER (4 pages this week!) 
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Diary Dates 

March  

9th 

2018 

Achievement Assemblies 
Everyone is welcome to attend 
Friday assemblies.  The next 
few will run as follows: 

KS1 

Thur 15th Mar 

Fri 27th Apr 

Fri 11th May 

KS2 

Fri 23rd Mar* 

Fri 20th Apr 

Fri 18th May 

Weds 14th and Thurs 15th March 

Parents’ Evenings 

No extra-curricular clubs on after school 
 

Friday 16th March 

Teacher Training Day—School closed 
 

Tuesday 20th March 

Year 4—Egypt Assembly for Parents—2pm 
 

Tuesday 20th March 

FGF Committee Meeting—6:30pm 

 

Wednesday 21st March 

Year 5 Southwell Workhouse Trip 
 

Thursday 22nd March 

Year 4 Coventry Cathedral Trip 
 

Friday 23rd March 

Sport Relief 
 

Monday 26th March 

Year 2 visiting West Orchard Church 
 

Thursday 29th March 

Last Day of Spring term 
 

Monday 16th April 

First day of Summer term 
 

Friday 27th April 

Year 5 Space Centre Trip 
 

Sunday 29th April 

FGF Spring Family Event 

—Details to Follow 
 

Thursday 3rd May 

Polling Day—School and Fun For Kids will 
be open with appropriate security 

measures in place.  No hot dinners will be 
served but packed lunches will be availa-

ble to order from the kitchen. 
 

Thursday 28th June 

Sports Day (KS2 am, KS1/EYFS pm) 

 

A massive well done this week 
to Tahlia and Jamie who both 
received the Silver Achieve-
ment Cup in KS2 assembly! 

Achievement Assembly 

*Assembly on 23rd March will 
begin at 2:45pm as it will in-
clude piano performances.  All 
other assemblies begin at 3pm. 

And congratulations too go to 
Jasdeep, Jaiten, Reheema, 
Zac, Sam, Abdullah, Ekkam, 
Sarah, Emily, Jessica who have 
all earned  Dojo Distinctions. 

Diary Note 

Trips  and events may be shown here that 
you have not yet received a letter for.  Do 
not worry if this is the case.  All letters will 
be sent in plenty of time before the event 

and will be available on the website 

2018 Training Days: 

Friday 16th March 

Monday 4th June 

Parent Consultations 

You should have appointment 
times for next Wednesday and 
Thursday.  Each slot is 10 
minutes and there will also be a 
chance to have a look at books. 

Netball Team Pride 

This week has seen two netball 
teams involved in matches.  
Tuesday saw a victory and 
Thursday a defeat but what 
stood out in both games was 
the superb attitude, effort, 
teamwork and positivity of all 
the Grange Farm players.  Miss 
Lewis was extremely proud of 
them—well done everybody! 
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One of our parents, Mrs Khalifa, is in training for a half-marathon to raise money for PennyAppeal be-
cause of the Rohingya Refugee Crisis.  Any donations to a very worthy cause would be extremely wel-
come—visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/hafsa-khalifa if you would like to support her. 

Mother’s Day Sale 

Big thanks to FGF this 
week who helped every-
one get ready for Sun-
day with their gift and 
card sale. 

Quote of the Week 

Bits and Pieces 

- Fun for Kids are running a holiday club over 
Easter operating every weekday from Tues-
day 3rd until Friday 13th April.  There will be 
the usual wide range of activities on offer to 
keep the children busy.  If you would like 
more information or want to book places, 
please ring Tracey Russell-Brookes on 07940 
128172 

- On the 23rd and 24th March a new arts festi-
val is taking place in Coventry.  The Shop 
Fronts Festival will provide free performance, 
exhibitions and opportunities in spaces and 
places around the city centre.  As well as be-
ing an interesting event to visit in itself, one of 
our parents is helping to organise an event as 
part of the festival called “Crazy But True” 
and is on the look out for 8-11 year olds who 
might like to be involved.  See the letter arriv-
ing along with the newsletter this week or 
check the fliers section of the school website. 

- Friends of Finham are holding their annual 
family bingo night on Friday 16th March at 
Green Lane Social Club.  Doors open at 7pm 
and eyes down is at 7:30pm.  Price is £3 per 
person which includes the first bingo card 
and a chip batch supper.  To register please 
email friendsoffinham@yahoo.co.uk by Mon-
day 12th March. 

Great Year 2 Work 

Hamza and Amberjit 
bought some amazing 
Maths work to show me 
this week: 

It didn’t stop at Maths—
Simran and Henry 
brought some excellent 
Twits-based grammar 
work for me to see. 

Great Goalkeeper 

Tom in Year 6 is a very tal-
ented goalkeeper and is 
currently training with his 
age group at West Brom-
wich Albion.  This medal 
came from a tournament 
at Wolverhampton Wan-
derers—well done Tom! 

Aspiring Poet 

Tilly has been writing 
some brilliant poems 
this week.  The 
space-themed poem 
she read to me was 
full of great language 
choices. 

Gardening Club Growing 
The gardening club have 
been busy again and, not 
for the first time, have 
been enjoying the fruits of 
their labour.  They sam-
pled some home-grown 
peas and mint this week—
lovely to see the group en-
gaged in healthy eating 
and a healthy pastime! 

Chess Success 
Our chess club, run by 
Uni of Warwick volun-
teers proved a huge 
success and Hirah im-
pressed the students so 
much they have put her 
in touch with an out of 
s c h o o l  c l u b  a t 
Cheylesmore Communi-
ty Centre where she can 
develop her skills fur-
ther.  Well done Hirah! 
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Parking Concerns 

All of these pictures 
have been taken out-
side of school over the 
last two weeks: Parked over double-

yellows too close to the 
junction reducing visi-
bility for others. 

Dark car in back-
ground parked direct-
ly in front of a neigh-
bour’s driveway. 

Dark car on right 
parked next to bollards 
too close to junction 
reducing visibility for 
pedestrians and other 
drivers. 

Double-parking causing 
congestion and danger-
ous manoeuvring and 
unsafe crossing places. 

Parked over pave-
ment—no route through 
for pushchairs /walkers. 

Not a moving car but 
one parked and left 
sticking out into the 
middle of a junction 
making it unsafe for 
others. 

Car parked too close 
to the bollards and 
next to the junction.  
Children then have to 
exit car into the road 
instead of pavement. 

To be clear about this... 

- Please don’t park on double yel-
low lines 

- Please don’t park next to the bol-
lards 

- Please don’t obstruct pavements 
with your car 

- Please don’t park on or near any 
junctions 

- Please don’t obstruct people’s 
driveways 

- Please don’t attempt three point 
turns in the middle of busy roads 

- Please don’t stop or pause on 
junctions or on yellow zig-zags to 
let children out 

- Most people lead very busy 
lives—this is not a reasonable ex-
cuse for making children unsafe 

- Please tell these things to every-
one who drops your children off at 
school—everyone is responsible 

Did you know?  It takes under 2 minutes to walk to the front en-
trance of school from very easy parking (Dewsbury Avenue at 
the Mantilla Drive end or Ilford Avenue/Magnolia Close) and 
parking there is much less stressful—why not try it? 

Solving this Problem 

We are working on a number 
of ideas to improve this: 

- more double-yellow lines are 
on the way 

- an advert for a crossing pa-
trol officer will be out soon 

- we are considering introduc-
ing a voluntary one-way sys-
tem to improve traffic flow 

- we are also thinking about a 
parking /  road safety pledge 
for everyone to sign up to—we 
are all part of this community 
and the solution needs to 
come from within—everyone 
needs to make good choices. 

How Can I help? 

Fundamentally, park well and 
drive safely.  If you already do, 
thank-you.  If there is room for 
improvement, please make a 
special effort.  Also, please do 
give these same messages to 
everybody who you trust with 
bringing your children to school.  
One person doing the wrong 
thing can cause knock-on ef-
fects that make life dangerous 
for many.  We are also looking 
for people with skills, motivation 
or both to join a group of gover-
nors to help create a strategy to 
make long-lasting improvements 
with this.  If you are able and in-
terested, please let us know. 

Pa
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 Due to the groundswell of concern about poor parking a number of parents have taken pictures 

of such instances.  Some concerns have been raised about this (e.g. with respect to privacy).  
Taking photographs in a public place is not an offence and I have a lot of sympathy with people 
who have been doing so because they feel driven to this by the safety concerns they have.  How-
ever, if you do take pictures please do be mindful of others, especially those who are just walk-
ing through shot with their children having parked safely further away from school.  Also, please 
be very careful what you then do with any photographs you take—I would strongly advise 
against posting them on social media particularly if they contain images of children.  If you want 
to send them to school I am happy to add them to the growing evidence collection that we have. 
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Ancient Egypt Brought to Life 

Year 4 had a visit from famous Egyptolo-
gist Howard Carter this week who told 
them all about the adventures he had 
when he discovered Tutenkhamun’s 
tomb.  It really helped the children’s 
learning in their current topic work all 
about Ancient Egypt. 

Natural History Museum 

Thanks to everyone who made Year 
6’s trip to the NHM in London such a 
success this Tuesday.  The children 
were a credit to the school and 
learnt a lot to help their current top-
ic all about Charles Darwin. 

Ash End Farm Trip 

Year 1’s trip to Ash End Farm 
was enjoyed by all this 
week—the children came 
back buzzing with the experi-
ence and the learning will 
help them with their Paws, 
Claws and Whiskers theme.  
Thanks all the adults who or-
ganised and came along to 
support the trip—well worth 
the effort as these photo-
graphs help to show! 


