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No day in school is 
ever quite the same 
but most days follow 

a pattern like this:

8:45 to 8:55 Children come into classrooms

8:55 to 9:30 Register then Shared/Guided Reading time

9:30 to 10:30 Session 1 (Maths or English)

10:30 to 10:45 Assembly

10:45 to 11:00 Morning Break

11:00 to 12:00 Session 2 (Maths or English)

12:00 to 12:20 Basic Skills Session (e.g. Spelling)

12:20 to 1:20 Lunch Break

1:20 to 2:20 Session 3 (wider curriculum)

2:20 to 2:35 Afternoon Break

2:35 to 3:30 Session 4 (wider curriculum)

3:30 End of school day



We teach reading in a number of 
ways across school, depending on 
the age and ability of the children.  

The first step, linked to their 
Phonics, is to decode words –

being able to read aloud the text in 
front of them.  That then moves 

into comprehension –
understanding the meaning of 

texts.  This can be the literal 
meaning and also the hidden 

meanings that authors sneak into 
their writing.  Group and whole 
class sessions are used to help 

children understand and explain 
what they are reading.

When we talk about Writing we 
are talking about much more than 
just handwriting (although that is 
important).  To write well children 

need to bring together a wide 
range of skills – grammar, 
punctuation, spelling, text 

structure and organisation, style, 
purpose, audience, language 

choice and much more besides (all 
of this across a wide range of 

genres – fiction and non-fiction).  
There is a lot to learn and a lot to 

remember!

The English language is a tricky 
one to learn.  When we first teach 
children Phonics we teach one way 

of representing sounds but, for 
most sounds, there are many and 
this is why spelling can be really 

hard.  There is a list of words 
expected to be spelt by each year 
group but also general rules (and 

exceptions) to learn as they go 
along.  Spelling tests are one 

measure of how well they are 
doing but we also pay close 

attention to how they apply what 
they know in their independent 

writing.



We want every child in school 
to read every day.  Children in 
Reception and Key Stage 1 will 
have a home reader from our 

banded reading scheme.  
When they reach the end of 

that scheme, they move onto 
independent choice and now 

Accelerated Reader is allowing 
children to record what they 

read as well.

Children have spellings to 
learn every week according to 
their age group and ability but 

they also add their own 
personal words from errors 

they have made in their work.  
As well as learning for tests, 
children spend curriculum 
time focussed on learning 

spellings in a range of different 
ways.

Children are expected to 
regularly practise for their 

weekly ‘Multiplication Monsters’ 
badge tests. An information pack 

on the website provides 
guidance with a variety of ideas 

and websites to support this. 
Please ask your child which 

badge test they are on. Another 
piece of maths homework may 
be sent out to support learning 

in school.



Most mornings in school are focussed on English and Maths.  During the afternoon, we divide our time between the rest 
of the areas of the curriculum.  A lot of this learning is based on Cornerstones topic themes  - ours are:

Not all subjects fit with the topic theme each term and are taught separately instead.  We try to ensure that children get 
experience of every subject, every term.

Revolution Stargazers Hola Mexico Time Traveller Allotment





Our teacher: Mrs Dismorr

Our teaching assistants: Mrs Driscoll, Mr Jones

Other adults we see: Mrs Solman, Mrs Hastings, Mr Ward, Mr Steggles

Other important people to know: Mrs Heath, Mrs Sahota, Mr Ledgard



In Year 5, reading continues to have a very high priority. Children are encouraged to always have a book ‘on the
go’ in school and have regular timetabled access to our in-class library and the school library. Our English lessons
are usually based around a specific text and, at various times throughout the year, we might be reading a class
novel or sharing poetry or short stories. We have a list of 100 Books to Read Before You Leave Y6 to help guide
reading choices and Reading Bookmarks and stickers to use as rewards for books read. In class, children are
expected to write book reviews to show what they are reading and recommend texts to others.

Children are taught key reading skills through our Guided Reading sessions and through whole class reading times
called Shared Reading. Reading work answering key questions is related to this and completed in school. The
school has also invested in a new system of encouraging and assessing reading for KS2 called Accelerated Reader –
children read books within a designated reading zone and are able to complete online quizzes relating to what
they have understood.



In Year 5, the children continue to work hard on their writing skills.  Writing involves so much more than just the 
beautifully written word (although handwriting IS important!). The children will consider the purpose of their 

writing (to inform, entertain, persuade or discuss) and be taught specific features that they need to include in that 
piece of work.  Handwriting, grammar and spelling are vital to success.

In particular, the children will be encouraged to plan, draft, edit and proofread their work with increasing accuracy 
(often with the help of a writing partner) in order to help them see that the first draft is not always the best.  We 
encourage the use of ‘purple pens’ to help them in this process and, very much with growth mindset in mind, to 

understand that the process of editing and improving is a positive thing.



Spelling expectations have risen considerably under the new curriculum. Each year group has a list of statutory
words that they must learn to read and spell accurately (handout available). These form the basis of our weekly
tests. In some cases, children will be focussing on previous years’ words to ensure they are embedded. In addition
to the statutory words, personal spellings are also added to the weekly list.

We use a scheme called Babcock No-Nonsense Spelling which involves several short sessions over the week
focussing on a spelling pattern or rule, revision from previous years or tricky words. The approach is multi-sensory
and fun, with a view to ensuring children remember the rules. While weekly spelling tests have their place, the
learning which takes place in school in these sessions is critical to spelling success. Again, we encourage children
to use their spelling journals, word lists and dictionaries to check spellings during the proof-reading process.



Maths lessons are undertaken daily, with a heavy
focus on number and the four operations in Year 5.
Again, with considerably higher expectations in the
new curriculum, work now also has a heavy
‘reasoning’ slant, encouraging the children to use
their mathematical skills and apply these to
problems.

Maths targets (multiplication and division) are tested
regularly .

· Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 million and 
numbers with up to three decimal places, determine the value of each 
digit
· Interpret negative numbers in context, counting backwards and 
forwards
· Round any number up to a million to a power of 10 and decimals with 
two decimal places to the nearest whole or tenth
· Add and subtract whole numbers with more than four digits, including 
using formal written methods
· Identify prime numbers to 100 and recall those to 19, awareness of 
prime factors and non-prime numbers
· Short multiplication and division of four-digit by a one-digit and long 
multiplication of four-digit by two-digit number
· Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 
100 and 1000
· Compare, order, add and subtract fractions whose denominators are all 
multiples of the same number
· Understand that per cent relates to “number of parts per 100”, and 
write percentages as a fraction with denominator 100, and as a decimal
· Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, 
supported by materials and diagrams
· Convert different units of metric measures
· Understand and use equivalence between metric and imperial units
· Calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes and the area of 
rectangles using standard units
· Measure angles in degrees including acute, obtuse and reflex angles
· Distinguish between regular and irregular polygons based on reasoning 
about equal sides and angles
· Solve number and practical problems involving these ideas



The world we live in seems to get busier and busier and that can make finding the time to talk really challenging.
However, we know that effective home/school communication makes things work better for us all.

We have been working on setting up more varied opportunities for parents to come into school over the year (e.g.
tonight’s meeting and open morning in the summer) and these occasions, along with parents’ evenings (dates on
the website), are really important.

However, if you are worried about something or puzzled or want some help, we would always say to come and
talk to us.

You can always drop us a line in your child’s homework book if it’s something general.

If it’s difficult to catch us at the end of school, either ring the school office or send in an email.



10 words
and sentences 

Wednesday (test)
Thursday (new words)

Encourage them to 
complete an activity to 

help learn the words and 
check their sentences

Daily Reading

Approx 20 mins daily at 
home (opportunities are 

also given in school to 
read so a child should 
always have a reading 

book).

Individual multiplication 
or division targets.

Once a week, on a Friday, 
an additional piece of 

work will be sent home.  
This may be free choice, 
maths, English or topic 

related.

Your child will note this in 
their homework diary.  

Spelling Maths Other

Homework which has been forgotten will be completed at breaktime.

Reading



All children are different and one of the challenges that all schools face is meeting the needs of all of the different 
learners that we have.  We all want every child to make the most of their potential.

Most of what we do is about differentiating children’s experiences in lessons, setting independent tasks and 
asking questions that help to challenge them at an appropriate level.

However, where there is something specific to work on, a child may do some extra work (either individually or in a 
group) with a teacher of a teaching assistant.  This extra bit of work is called “intervention” and can be because a 

child has a particular hurdle we are trying to overcome or because we think we can push them on a bit further 
with some of their learning.

Our school SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) is Mrs Sahota.  She will support teachers, children and 
families where a specific barrier has been identified that could have a longer-term impact on their learning.  If you 

have any concerns about anything like this, please do talk to us.



Children have signed an 
agreement to follow our golden 

rules, with stepped consequences 
for making the wrong choices.





Children have an assembly almost every day.

Mondays – Key Stage 2 Assembly with Mr Ledgard
Tuesdays – Key Stage 1 Assembly with Mr Ledgard

Wednesdays – whole school assembly on a specific theme
Thursdays – Class Assembly

(Every other) Friday – Key Stage 2/3 Achievement Assembly

Every week we have an assembly theme to focus on – these include ideas taken from the school vision, key values, 
topical national events and also festivals and celebrations from the major world religions.



Every term we try to run as wide a range of clubs as we can.  A letter will come out explaining what is running and 
we then ask parents to request places for the clubs their child would like to do.  We always try to get children into 

the clubs they want and allocate places as fairly as possible where clubs are oversubscribed.

Sometimes, because of the number of clubs we do, there are clashes where children would want to do more than 
one club at the same time.  This is hard to avoid because the club timetable gets very complicated (providing hall 
space if a challenge) but we do rotate when clubs happen over time to try to prevent it being a problem all year.

We also run lunchtime clubs because this helps us provide as many opportunities as possible for our children to be 
healthy and active during their week.  However, eating lunch comes first and we will rearrange things if this ever 

seems to be a problem.

Fun for Kids provide wrap-around care facilities at school every school day of the year from 8am to 6pm.  If you 
need this provision, please call Tracey Russell-Brookes (07940 128172).  They have also started to offer holiday 

clubs at school and you can now book for the October half-term week.



www.grangefarmschool.co.uk



Spelling Test – Weds
PE Days – Mon/Tues

Maths Target Test - Fri



Teachers assess children all the time. Listening to their answers, observing them in lessons and marking their
independent work all gives us valuable information about the things they can do and what they need to work on
next.

However, we do also use more formal testing at times to help build this picture of their achievement.

In Year 5, we regularly assess the children before approaching new topics (for example, grammar and maths) to
ensure pitch is correct. We use Rising Stars assessments for Reading, Maths and Grammar termly and externally
marked NFER tests in the summer term for Reading, Maths and Grammar. Writing is assessed against national
curriculum end of year expectations using Writing Grids.


