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Headteacher: Mr Ledgard

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Sahota

Senior Leadership Team: Mrs Parker, Miss Pennington, Miss Morris, Mrs Dismorr, Miss Lewis

SENDCO: Mrs Cowie

Teachers: Reception – Mrs Parker and Mrs Whateley
Year 1 – Miss Bains and Miss Sargent 
Year 2 – Miss Lewis and Mrs Cowie/Mrs Sahota
Year 3 – Mrs Kumar and Miss Hodgkins
Year 4 – Miss Morris and Mr Byrne
Year 5 – Mr Higginson and Mrs Matthews
Year 6 – Miss Pennington and Mrs Dismorr

Learning Mentor: Mrs Heath

Other regular staff: Mr McCoy, Mrs Kaur, Mr Ward, Mrs Hastings, Mrs Solman



As a school we are working hard to find better ways of communicating with parents:

- Information meeting

- Open mornings

- Parents meeting

- Newsletter 

- Email/ text system

- Regular website updates

However, if you are worried about something or puzzled or want some help, we would always say to 

come and talk to us.

If you can’t (or would prefer not to) catch us at the beginning and end of school, either ring the school 

office or send in an email.



No day in school is 
ever quite the same 
but most days follow 

a pattern like this:

8:45 to 8:55 Children come into classrooms

8:55 to 9:05 Register

9:05 to 9:25 Assembly

9:25 to 10:45 Session 1 (Maths or English)

10:45 to 11:00 Morning Break

11:00 to 12:00 Session 2 (Maths or English)

12:00 to 12:20 Basic Skills Session (e.g. Spelling)

12:20 to 1:20 Lunch Break

1:20 to 2:20 Session 3 (wider curriculum)

2:20 to 2:35 Afternoon Break

2:35 to 3:30 Session 4 (wider curriculum)

3:30 End of school day



We teach reading in a number of 
ways across school, depending on 
the age and ability of the children.  

The first step, linked to their 
Phonics, is to decode words –

being able to read aloud the text in 
front of them.  That then moves 

into comprehension –
understanding the meaning of 

texts.  This can be the literal 
meaning and also the hidden 

meanings that authors sneak into 
their writing.  Group and whole 
class sessions are used to help 

children understand and explain 
what they are reading.

When we talk about Writing we 
are talking about much more than 
just handwriting (although that is 
important).  To write well children 

need to bring together a wide 
range of skills – grammar, 
punctuation, spelling, text 

structure and organisation, style, 
purpose, audience, language 

choice and much more besides (all 
of this across a wide range of 

genres – fiction and non-fiction).  
There is a lot to learn and a lot to 

remember!

The English language is a tricky 
one to learn.  When we first teach 
children Phonics we teach one way 

of representing sounds but, for 
most sounds, there are many and 
this is why spelling can be really 

hard.  There is a list of words 
expected to be spelt by each year 
group but also general rules (and 

exceptions) to learn as they go 
along.  Spelling tests are one 

measure of how well they are 
doing but we also pay close 

attention to how they apply what 
they know in their independent 

writing.



Please read with your child as regularly as possible at home. 

The more your child reads, the more they will be exposed to higher level vocabulary which will 

improve their writing. 





These are the non negotiable writing expectations for year 2. 

- Finger spaces

- Writing on the line

- Correct letter formation

- Appropriate use of capital letters E.g. names, I

- Full stops to end sentences

We have weekly SPaG and daily spelling lessons to support the children with the complex year 2 

expectations.

In year 2 we expect children to begin to join their handwriting with most children joining consistently and 

fully. 





Spelling is a key focus in the year 2 curriculum and the expectations of spelling are a lot higher than in 

year 1.

- Children must spell the tricky and decodable words. (Please see the list send home).

- Children must spell the year 2 words correctly.

- All spellings must be phonetically plausible with most spelt correctly.

Children have daily spelling sessions focussing on the year 2 spelling rules and common exception words.

There are a lot of complex spelling rules that children must be consistently using in year 2. 

For example: ful, less, ment, ness, ed, ing, er, est



The focus on maths in year 2 is for children 

to apply their basic skills to reason and solve 

problems. 

We come back to most math topics regularly 

throughout the year, aiming for every term. 

Mental maths is an important focus in year 

2. 

· Count in 2s, 3s and 5s from 0 and 10s from any number

· Read, write, compare and order numbers to at least 100

· Know the place value of each digit in two-digit numbers

· Recall and use facts to 20 and derive related facts to 100

· Using concrete objects, pictorial representations and mentally, add 

and subtract ones, tens and two-digit numbers to and from two-

digit numbers

· Add several single digits

· Tables and division facts for x2, x5 and x10

· Use commutativity for addition and multiplication

· Check answers to calculations using inverse relationships

· Recognise, find, name and write fractions 1/2, 1/3, 1/4, 2/4, 3/4

· Recognise and use symbols for pounds (£) and pence (p); combine 

amounts to make a particular value; add and subtract money of the 

same unit, including giving change

· Identify, compare and sort 2D and 3D shapes based on their 

properties (including symmetry in a vertical line) and use vocabulary, 

such as sides, edges, vertices and faces

· Identify 2D shapes on the surface of 3D shapes

· Right angle turns clockwise and anti-clockwise

· Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block 

diagrams and simple tables

· Solve number problems and practical problems involving these 

ideas.





Sent out: Friday

Due in: Friday

Please practise these 

regularly throughout the 

week. 

Handwriting is important.

To be completed 

independently but checked 

by an adult for errors.

Please read at home 

regularly.

Asking your child questions 

before, throughout and 

after reading is essential.

Reading comprehension 

home learning may be sent 

home.

Children are expected to 

regularly practise for their 

weekly ‘Multiplication 

Monsters’ badge tests. An 

information pack on the 

website provides guidance 

with a variety of ideas and 

websites to support this. 

Please ask your child which 

badge test they are on. 

Another piece of maths 

homework may be sent out 

to support learning in 

school.

Children will be sent home 

spelling and one other 

piece of homework every 

week. 

Please support your child 

with this. 

Spelling Reading Maths Other



We assess children all the time.  Listening to their answers, observing them in lessons and marking their 

independent work all gives us valuable information about the things they can do and what they need to 

work on next.

However, we do also use more formal testing at times to help build this picture of their progress and 

attainment.

In Year 2

- Weekly spelling tests 

- Weekly Mental Math tests

- Termly spelling tests (year 1 and 2 words, and the spelling rules for year 2)

- Half termly Rising Stars test (SPaG, Spelling, Mental Maths, Reasoning, Reading)

- SATs in Spring (A parent meeting will be held nearer the time).



Most mornings in school are focussed on English and Maths.  During the afternoon, we divide our time between 

the rest of the areas of the curriculum.  A lot of this learning is based on Cornerstones topic themes  - ours are:

Not all subjects fit with the topic theme each term and are taught separately instead.  We try to ensure that 

children get experience of every subject, every term.

Towers, Tunnels 

and Turrets

Beat, Band, 

Boogie

Land Ahoy Scented 

Garden

Muck, Mess 

and Mixtures

Wriggle and 

Crawl



The government expects children to do two hours of Physical Education every week, 
covering a variety of areas including games, gymnastics, dance, athletics and swimming.  
Children have to do P.E. – if they can’t for any reason, please do let us know with a note.

We have set times for P.E. (see Autumn term information letter) which do change each 
term because coordinating all the classes doing all of these activities can be a little 

complicated.  We aim to minimise the number of different people that teach children 
during the year but they may see different people for P.E. throughout the year because we 

try to take advantage of different people’s expertise (e.g. in dance of gymnastics).

Please make sure that children have their kit in with them all the time because sometimes 
we do have to be flexible (e.g. when the weather is not good).  Having a tracksuit in P.E. 

bags is a really good idea because we will go out for P.E. games sessions unless it is 
particularly unpleasant or conditions are unsafe.

Mr McCoy







www.grangefarmschool.co.uk



We aim to meet the needs of all the children in our classes. 

We do this by:

- Differentiating lesson activities

- TA/ Teacher support

- Asking questions that challenge at an appropriate level

- Extra challenges in Maths and English

Our school SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) is Mrs Sahota.  She will support teachers, 

children and families where a specific barrier has been identified that could have a longer-term impact on 

their learning.  If you have any concerns about anything like this, please do talk to us.


