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24 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Tuesday 24th March 2020 – School Update 
 
I am writing today with some new updates and information.  Boris Johnson’s key 
announcement has some important implications for life at home and how we are continuing 
to work as a school.  Also, I know everyone at home is trying to settle into distance learning. 
 
A note on that first – we are aware that not all of the logins across school have worked first 
time and a few other issues have cropped up too.  Can I say a big thank-you for everyone’s 
patience with this?  We knew that getting something this scale up and running, this quickly, 
would be very likely to give us problems along the way.  People’s emails in asking for help 
have been very polite and understanding and this has been very much appreciated.  We are 
working very hard on fixing any issues as they arise and hopefully will have everything 
working properly very soon.  It has certainly been very exciting to see our Google Classroom 
beginning to be used! 
 
As you read this you are probably two days into children being at home and the challenges 
of this are not to be underestimated by anyone.  Don’t forget to look back at our previous 
letters for advice and support – especially the one from Mrs Matthews that came yesterday 
about parents looking after their own wellbeing too.  You can read that here. 
 
Boris Johnson’s announcement yesterday added new layers of protection to those already in 
place. 
 
The government guidance says people should only leave home for one of four reasons: 
▪ Shopping for basic necessities such as food and medicine. Shopping trips should be 

as infrequent as possible 
▪ One form of exercise a day such as a run, walk, or cycle. This should be done alone 

or only with people you live with 
▪ Any medical need, or to provide care or to help a vulnerable person. This includes 

moving children under the age of 18 between their parents' homes, where applicable. Key 
workers or those with children identified as vulnerable can continue to take their children 
to school 

▪ Travelling to and from work, but only where work absolutely cannot be done from 
home 

 
Even when following the above guidance, people should minimise the amount of time spent 
out of their homes and should keep two metres (6ft) away from people they do not live with. 

The government is also stopping all social events, including weddings, baptisms and other 
ceremonies - but funerals will be allowed. 
 
Some businesses will be allowed to remain open: 
▪ Restaurants, cafes and work canteens - but only for food delivery and takeaway 

services 

http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/2020/03/23/wellbeing-for-parents-a-letter-from-mrs-matthews/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others


 

▪ Supermarkets and other premises selling food, including market stalls 
▪ "Health shops" such as pharmacies 
▪ Petrol stations, garages and car rental businesses 
▪ Bicycle shops 
▪ Home and hardware shops 
▪ Launderettes and dry cleaners 
▪ Pet shops 
▪ Corner shops, newsagents and post offices 
▪ Banks 

Other premises including libraries, non-essential shops, playgrounds, outdoor gyms and 
places of worship have been ordered to close. 

Parks will remain open for exercise but people are not allowed to gather in groups. 
 
You can view the latest government guidance here:  https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
These are unprecedented actions for the government to take and this is an indication of the 
seriousness of the current situation.  It is extremely important that everybody abides by 
these guidelines. 
 
The very small of group still being cared for at school has become smaller over time as 
families have found ways to care for their children at home.  We are very grateful to 
everyone who has worked hard to limit how much their children are with us.  With 
yesterday’s announcement, we have again made our measures in place more stringent for 
this small group.  We are asking people not to come to the school unless it is absolutely 
necessary.  If you need us, please ring or email and we will get back to you as quickly as we 
can. 
 
Over the coming days and weeks, we will be working on helping children (and adults) to still 
feel part of the Grange Farm community.  If you have things you are happy to share, you can 
email them to us for us to tweet (which means they then be freely accessible on Twitter) or 
you can tweet yourself and tag us in (@gfprimarycov) and we will retweet some for all of our 
followers.  Alternatively, Google Classroom enables you to share things within the context of 
just your child’s class – if you get stuck with this, please ask us. 
 
Keep safe everybody and please do your bit to keep everybody else safe too. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr Martin Ledgard 
Headteacher 
 

Quote… An App to try… Website to visit… Join in… 

 

 
Stop-frame 

animation for tablet 
or smart phone.  

Free to download 
(you don’t need the 
add-ons). Probably 

best for KS2. 

 
Google Streetview 

has a special site to 
view inside famous 
places.  Click here. 

 
Joe Wicks PE lessons – 

Youtube 9am daily 

 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://artsandculture.google.com/project/street-view?hl=en

