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Diary Dates 
Fri 10th and Mon 13th April 

Bank Holiday 
 

Tues 14th to Fri 24th April 

Easter Holidays 
 

Friday 8th May 

VE Day Bank Holiday 
 

Mon  25th to Fri 29th May 

Half-term Holiday 
 

Tuesday 21st July 

Last day of school year 

 

NEWSLETTER 

April 9th 

2020 

Grange Farm 
Primary  

School 

Be happy • Be healthy • Be independent • Be responsible • Be Grange Farm 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This is an unusual newsletter for extraordinary times.  I felt I wanted 
to get back into the routine of a weekly newsletter instead of the up-
date letters of recent weeks.  It will probably look a bit different to 
what we are all used to but hopefully still do the same job of sharing 
some lovely things and providing some useful information at the 
same time. 

The main lovely news to celebrate is the way the school community 
continues to be a model of kindness, respect and understanding in 
times that are challenging for us all.  I feel very proud to be a part of 
Grange Farm and I hope you all share in that—you deserve to. 

The Easter break will be a “holiday” like no other any of us have ev-
er known but please do try to take time to do something different.  
Everybody needs and deserves a rest of some kind. 

Keep well, keep safe and please follow all the advice to help keep 
others safe too, 

Mr Ledgard 

For the time being, the diary is 
clear of the events that we had 
scheduled in for the weeks and 
months ahead.  Some things will 
inevitably be cancelled and be 
impossible to replace—but that 
won’t mean everything.  We will 
consider everything in turn and 
let people know more when we 

have clear answers. 

No new work will be added 
to Google Classroom over 
the next two weeks (it is a 
holiday after all) but com-
ing with this newsletter is a 
pack of ideas that could 
help to keep you busy over 
the holidays. It is all free 
choice with no pressure to 
do anything at all! 

Holiday Ideas Being Safe Online 

Teachers will not be logging into 
Google Classroom over the East-
er Holiday and we would encour-
age children to have a rest from 
it too.  We will check the class 
streams but would ask children 
to keep in touch with each other 
in different ways—please do al-
ways keep a careful eye on your 
children whenever they are 
online.  If you need ideas and 
s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h i s ,  t h e 
Thinkuknow website is a really 
good place to find it. 

This website 
is really help-
ful too! 

By staying home and sticking to 
all the government guidelines at 
the moment you are saving lives.  
Please, please, please stay pa-
tient and be part of the answer 
rather than part of the problem.  
For up to date advice the best 
places to visit are the govern-
ment’s Covid-19 page which you 
can find by clicking here and the 
NHS web page which you can 
find here.  Don’t forget to keep 
washing those hands! 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=03cb8440df-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_24_03_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-03cb8440df-64769225
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=03cb8440df-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_24_03_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-03cb8440df-64769225
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Key Contacts 

The best way of contacting us in 
school is using the phone number 
and the email address at the bot-
tom of this page. Please be aware 
we are not regularly checking 
messages on School Comms. 

We won’t always be immediately 
available (especially over the 
Easter break) but we will pick up 
messages and get back to you. 

Other key contacts: 

School Nursing Team 

Text 07507 329114 and they will 
ring you back 

Mosaic Family Hub 

Support available for all families 
in all sorts of ways 02476 978160 

Childline 

www.childline.org.uk 

0800 1111 

NSPCC 

nspcc.org.uk 

MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguard-
ing Hub)  

For immediate and significant 
concerns about children: 

02476 788555 
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Support with Food 

A new government scheme for 
Free School Meals has been put 
into place this week—many 
thanks to all eligible families for 
their patience with this as it has 
not worked smoothly!  However, 
the help is there and if anyone 
finds their circumstances have 
changed you can apply for Free 
School Meals at any point.  All the 
information can be found on our 
website by following this link. 

Food banks are also continuing 
to operate in Coventry during this 
time.  If you need help, please let 
us know and we can help get ac-
cess to this support for families. 

Still Learning! 

Even though a very large 
majority of children are 
working in their “home 
schools” at the moment, 
there is still plenty of really 
good learning going on and 
plenty of fun being had too.  
The pictures in the box be-
low are there to give you a 
flavour of what’s been go-
ing on.  If you’d like to see 
more, have a look at our 
Twitter — “@gfprimarycov”  
- which you can also find on 
the home page of our web-
site.  Enjoy and feel free to 
share more with us! 

Wellbeing Letters 

Mrs Matthews has been writing 
some brilliant letters for us all over 
the past few weeks and her latest 
one (about resilience) is coming 
along with this newsletter.  They are 
all very much worth a read and you 
can find the previous two on the let-
ters page on our website. 

Website Resources 

We have updated our “working at 
home” page on the website to 
now contain more resources 
which could be helpful for chil-
dren with special educational 
needs.  There are more things 
there too which could be a useful 
back-up if you find you lose ac-
cess to Google Classroom at any 
point! 

Great 
Work! 

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/parents-2/#1474275104345-2b087392-02bc
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/news/letters-to-parents/
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/news/letters-to-parents/
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/welcome/working-at-home/
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/welcome/working-at-home/
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A Poem to Enjoy 

It’s not just the children who have been keeping 
busy at home!  Have a read of this lovely poem by 
Mrs Bacon.  It sums up how all the staff are feeling 
about missing being with all the children in school 
but we know the school community is still very much 
going strong and we’re looking forward to seeing 
you all again. 

 

I miss the sound of chatter , 

As children enter through the doors, 

Sharing news and sharing giggles, 

As book bags fly across the floor. 

 

I miss their cheeky faces, 

As they stumble onto chairs, 

Finding pencils, grabbing rubbers, 

Pulling bobbles from their hair! 

 

I miss the looks of wonder, 

As they discover something new, 

The queries and the questions, 

The worries from a few. 

 

I miss their happy faces, 

When the bell rings out for play, 

Locking arms and holding hands, 

As they catch up on their day. 

 

But Grange Farm will come together again, 

To learn and laugh and care, 

Coping when we’re worried 

The times we are living through are extraordi-
nary for adults and for children too.  Even 
though we will do our best to hide our con-
cerns from our children, they are very sensi-
tive to changes in the world and could easily 
have some things on their mind that they find 
hard to talk about or hard to express. 

Mrs Matthews is on hand with an idea to help! 

Making a “Worry Box Monster” is a fun craft 
activity to begin with but you end up with 
something at home that could be very useful 
indeed. 

We use Worry Boxes in school so that children 
can discreetly share worries with us and we 
can then go back later and talk to them.  
Sometimes writing something down or draw-
ing it can help them to share the concern and 
even to understand it properly for themselves. 

This then gives you the chance to put some 
time aside to talk to your child about the prob-
lem.  Talking through our concerns is so often 
the best way of understanding them properly. 

Even the act writing it down or drawing the 
problem and then putting it into the box can 
help children by shifting the worry from being 
in their mind to a different physical space. 

It could be worth having a go at making a Wor-
ry Box Monster as an extra  holiday activity! 

You could use any box you like to make your 
Worry Box Monster—this one is made from an 
old tissue box.  If you do make one, we would 
love to see a picture please! 

School Nursing—Competition 

Coventry School Nursing are running a drawing 
and poetry competition for everyone who would like 
to enter.  The theme is “What makes you happy” 
and it is all about sharing happiness with others.  If 
you’d like to know more—please click on the pic-
tures below which will take you to their poster. 

http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/2020/04/08/school-nursing-team-drawing-and-poetry-competition/
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/2020/04/08/school-nursing-team-drawing-and-poetry-competition/
http://grangefarmschool.co.uk/2020/04/08/school-nursing-team-drawing-and-poetry-competition/

