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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope you are well.  After the challenges that the Coronavirus COVID-19 outbreak has 
already presented us with, we are now entering a new phase which requires very careful 
consideration for us all. 
 
As you will probably be aware, earlier this week the government published guidance about 
schools planning to welcome more children back, starting with Reception, Year 1 and Year 
6.  Additional guidance has been produced throughout the week and we have been working 
very hard, with other schools and the Local Authority, to plan ways in which we might be 
able to follow this guidance whilst ensuring that safety is the top priority. 
 
The date given in the guidance for this to begin is 1st June, but this is only if certain 
conditions are met (e.g. concerning the current “R” value and patterns in health statistics). 
The government will be reviewing the data and will also be issuing schools with further 
guidance. 
 
We appreciate you will have lots of questions and concerns.  At the moment, we are able to 
provide some information but not all of the detail about how plans could be put into place.  
Please can we ask you to be patient until we can give you more information.  We are 
working on this as quickly as we can, in the light of new guidance being released almost 
daily, to put the best possible plans in place and to provide you with the information you 
need.   
 
Whenever school re-opens for more pupils, the health and safety of pupils and adults will be 
the most important consideration.  We will be working to the hierarchy of measures set out in 
the government guidance: 

• Contact to be avoided with anyone with Coronavirus COVID-19 symptoms 

• Frequent hand cleaning and good hygiene practices 

• Regular cleaning of settings 

• Minimising contact and mixing 
 
We have done and will be continuing to do a lot of work to put actions in place to work 
towards these measures (and more besides) to minimise risk as much as we can.  A 
comprehensive risk assessment, using a Local Authority model, will be undertaken prior to 
us welcoming more children back. 
 
Although we are aware that we cannot yet give you all of the details of our plans, it is now 
important that we get an idea of the number of children who are likely to come into school 
when we are able to open safely.  Eligible children will be: 
 

• Children of critical workers (government guidance on this can be found by clicking 
here) and who are vulnerable 

• Children in eligible year groups (Reception, Year 1 and Year 6) 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

We are asking all parents / carers of children in these groups to contact school by email to 
provide the following information: 
 

Name of child(ren):  

Year Group and Class:  

Name of parent(s) or carer(s):  

Group child(ren) eligible for:  

Would you wish your child(ren) 
to attend school when it starts 
to reopen if possible (specifying 
for each child if you have more 
than one and giving reasons if 
you would like to): 

 

 
We would ask all applicable parents to respond to this, whether your child has attended 
school during the lockdown period or not.  Please can you send this information to us by 
2pm on Monday 18th May at the latest. 
 
Whilst plans are not yet set, we would ask all parents to be aware that: 
 

• The suggested date for schools to begin opening is 1st June but the actual date may 
be after this point 

• Groups may be phased in over time to ensure the plans we have in place are 
functioning well 

• Children will be taught in smaller than usual groups and this may well not be in their 
usual classroom or with their usual class teacher 

• Their school experience is likely to be significantly different from a typical school day 

• Depending on numbers wishing to return to school and our capacity for putting a safe 
plan together, we may not be able to accommodate all of these groups.  We will 
follow the government guidance in terms of prioritisation (1st Children of critical 
workers and those who are vulnerable; 2nd Reception children; 3rd Year 1 children; 
4th Year 6 children) 

• Children (and staff) classed as extremely vulnerable due to medical conditions 
should not attend 

• Online learning (through Google Classroom) will continue to be offered for children 
not in school and work in school will be based on this content too.  All parents will 
need to be aware that, as more teachers are likely to be required to be in school 
more often, feedback and comment on Google Classroom may be less frequent or 
from different members of Grange Farm staff 

 
The government guidance says that all eligible children will be strongly encouraged to attend 
(where schools are able to provide places).  However, we recognise and respect that all 
parents/carers will have their own thoughts and opinions on what is best for their children.  
Parents/carers will not be fined if they do not send their child to school. 
 
Full guidance for you from the government can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
We will be in touch as soon as we are able to with more information about next steps.  There 
are aspects (e.g. wrap-around care and catering) that we are still working on.  We would ask 
everyone to be as patient as possible and understand that we are conducting our planning in 
rapidly changing circumstances. 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


 

We are able to say, in line with Coventry Local Authority’s strategy, that: 
 

• School will be closed to most children during the upcoming May half-term holiday.   

• Monday 1st June will also be closed to most children for a Coventry-wide training day 
(to enable preparation for the next phase) 

 
We would only provide childcare to parents/carers during these times if they are critical 
workers and they have no other option that will enable them to carry out their critical work.  
We could only cater for low numbers of children so we would need to understand the 
exceptional circumstances in each case. 
 
The kindness, resilience and adaptability of the school community has been incredible 
throughout this outbreak.  We fully understand that this next phase brings concerns, 
uncertainty and many questions but maintaining the same respect, understanding and care 
for each other will be key in finding the best pathway forward for our school and the 
community at large. 
 
Thank you and please keep safe and well, 
 
 
Mr Ledgard 
Headteacher 


