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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
School Wider Reopening Plan 
 
Last Friday, I wrote to you with initial information following on from the government’s request 
to schools to start planning for potentially reopening on a wider scale from Monday 1st June.  
Myself and the school’s Chair of Governors, Colin Marscheider, are writing to you today with 
a further update. 
 
We understand that the current situation is a cause of concern and uncertainty to many 
families and that the more information that we can provide, the better.  However, we want to 
ensure that the information we provide you with is as robust and reliable as possible and, in 
these extraordinary times, this is a significant challenge. 
 
You may be aware that there is inconsistency between policies on the wider reopening of 
schools between the different nations of the United Kingdom and even between different 
Local Authorities in England itself.  As a maintained school, we follow the advice and 
guidelines laid out by Coventry Local Authority.  This is important to be aware of because, 
following consultation with local public health bodies, they have set guidelines that are more 
stringent than those that have been set nationally, e.g. that the maximum number of children 
within one group in school will be 10. 
 
As a guideline, this could have very positive outcomes in terms of reducing risk by 
decreasing the number of people within each group.  However, an inevitable consequence of 
this is that it will reduce the number of children that we are able to cater for on site at any 
one time.  This means that, in the first instance at least, we would be unable to offer full-time 
places to all eligible children should they wish to take them up. 
 
Staff and governors at Grange Farm Primary School fully understand the importance of a 
full-time, high quality education to all of our children and we want to be able to return to this 
as quickly and efficiently as possible in line with government guidance and ambition.  
However, we have to make decisions, in line with our Local Authority guidance, that enable 
us to achieve this in well-planned, manageable steps and reduce risk as much as possible 
for our children, our staff and the wider community. 
 
Throughout this period, we have been working in close partnership with colleagues in local 
schools and in schools from across the city.  You may see and hear that different schools in 
the city are approaching the next phase of the Coronavirus response in different ways to 
Grange Farm but this is to be expected because each school is unique.  There is 
consistency in the guidelines we are following and in our common goals but this does not 
mean that our approaches can and will always be the same. 
 
Along with this letter today we are sending a Parent and Carers Handbook regarding the 
measures Grange Farm is taking to guide us through the next phase of the Coronavirus 
outbreak, as increasing numbers of children are able to regularly attend school again over 



 

time.  This is not a handbook that includes timescales as the principles and measures it 
includes will support these increases whenever local and national conditions make them 
possible.  Whilst we will be applying these measures from Tuesday 2nd June, this does not 
mean you should expect a swift increase in pupils who are able to attend school from that 
day. 
 
In last Friday’s letter, we asked eligible parents for an indication of whether, given the 
information we were able to share at the time, they would want to take up the offer of a place 
for their child or children.  We fully understand that this was a difficult question to answer and 
we would like to thank you for your responses.  These have helped us to plan ahead both in 
terms of the data it provided us with but also the additional information, thoughts and 
feelings.  Many people, very reasonably, wanted further clarification on what school may be 
like through this period and we hope that the attached Parent and Carers Handbook will help 
to give this shape and answer many of your questions. 
 
Given the current guidelines in place and the level of interest shown in taking up places, we 
now have the following plans for the two weeks immediately following the half-term break: 
 

• From Tuesday 2nd June, we will be open to vulnerable children and the children of critical 
workers (as we have been since Monday 20th March).  However, we are anticipating from 
your responses last Friday that this will be a significantly larger group than we have so 
far catered for.  These children will be allocated to groups and we will be in touch with 
information about where they will be based in school, who they will be based with and 
what their start and end times will be (see further information on this in the Parent and 
Carer Handbook) as soon as we are able to. 

• If national and local conditions allow, we will open up places to children in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 as part of a phased integration as soon as we can following the half-
term break.  Due to the physical limitations of the space available to us, we will not be 
able to offer full-time places at this stage and information about which days children will 
be able to attend will be provided as soon we are able. 

 
We fully appreciate that some parents and carers are very keen for their Reception, Year 1 
and Year 6 children to start as soon as possible and that you will need to know, as soon as 
possible, which days your child or children would be able to attend school.  However, at this 
stage we cannot provide reliable answers about this – any plan we did put forward would be 
too susceptible to change to be useful. 
 
For clarity, the local and national conditions that will shape this next phase of planning will 
be: 

• Whether the government are satisfied that the “5 tests” have been passed 

• Whether a robust risk assessment has been agreed 

• The available space we have following the expected increase in attendance from 
vulnerable children and children of critical workers 

 
Given the information we have now been able to provide, we now need to ask the following 
things of you: 
 

All parents and 
carers: 

• Please familiarise yourselves with the Parent and Carer 
Handbook.  This is also available on the school website 

Parents and carers 
of vulnerable 
children: 

• Please be ready for us to get in touch to find out whether you 
wish your child to attend school after half-term.   

• A full-time place is available to them. 

Parents who are 
critical workers: 

• If you are content that the response you provided following last 
week’s letter is still true, you do not need to do anything.   

• If you wish to change your mind about last week’s response, 
please email us to let us know.   



 

• If you have not yet responded, please do so.   

• If you are a critical worker and you are not sure that you have 
informed us of this, please do so now, even if you would not wish 
to take up the offer of a place.   

• A full-time place is available to all children in any family where at 
least one parent is a critical worker, even where they would be 
able to stay at home rather than attending school. 

• If your child will attend school and will need wrap-around care on 
any day, please ensure you contact us to let us know (at the 
moment this will only be available to critical worker children with 
more details available in the Parent and Carer Handbook). 

Other parents of 
children in 
Reception, Year 1 or 
Year 6 (i.e. those 
who are not also 
critical workers or 
parents of 
vulnerable children): 

• If you are content that the response you provided following last 
week’s letter is still true, you do not need to do anything.   

• If you wish to change your mind about last week’s response, 
please email us to let us know.   

• If you have not yet responded, please do so.   

• Unfortunately we cannot offer your child a place yet but we will 
need this information, possibly very soon, to enable our next 
phase of planning. 

 
 
We would ask for all required responses to be returned to school via the “adminstaff” email 
address by 10am on Tuesday 26th May please. 
 
We would like to thank you again for the understanding, kindness and care shown 
throughout this very challenging situation.  We ask for your continuing patience as we work 
together to make the next phase work as well as it can for our children and our wider 
community. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Martin Ledgard  Colin Marscheider 
Headteacher   Chair of Governors 


