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Year 3
Curriculum Overview

How the curriculum works
At Grange Farm we aim to deliver a curriculum to children that enables them to meet
the end of key stage expectations set nationally and prepares them for the next steps
in their educational journey. We also want our curriculum to prepare well-rounded
individuals who will prosper in school and in their wider life.
We have constructed our curriculum using a range of sources but we strongly believe
that it is important to tailor it to the needs of children so we do not just “pick things
off the shelf and use them”. Instead, we adapt materials to ensure they are meeting
the needs of the children we work with. Our curriculum is flexible and we are always
looking for ways to further develop it and enhance the experience of our children.
Our Literacy curriculum is not based on any one particular source or scheme but
draws on a range of quality materials that are rooted in the National Curriculum. For
spelling we use the Babcock scheme.
Similarly, our Maths curriculum draws on a wide range of quality-assured sources as
well as using materials from ABBC to support the structure of our teaching over the
year.
For most other subjects, our curriculum is based on the work of Cornerstones whose
thematic approach we adopt for the delivery of many objectives. Cornerstones units
encompass many subjects within each unit (block of work) which enables us to make
strong links between different parts of learning and indeed across to Maths and
Literacy. Some subjects will be taught separately from the main theme when there is
no clear link to make but what we teach within the year is still always governed by the
expectations set out in this document.
In






Year 3, the Cornerstones units we utilise are:
Tremors
Gods and Mortals
Tribal Tales
Urban Pioneers
Mighty Metals

Our RE teaching is based on the Discovery RE curriculum, in Modern Foreign
Languages we base the learning on Rising Stars scheme and our Computing
curriculum draws on a range of sources all with their foundations in the National
Curriculum.
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Art
 Sculpture
 Photography
 3D Sculpture
 Greek art and design
 Neolithic art
 Clay beakers
 Iron age jewellery
 Graffiti art
 Observational drawing
 Embossed pattern and pictures
 Making jewellery
Computing
 Create an e-safety leaflet
 Connect to the wireless network using iPads, take and edit photographs and print
 Log on to the school system on a computer, saving and retrieving files
 Create animations using coding resources, including creating and editing sounds
(when they are heard, their volume, duration and rests)
 Introduction to algorithms
 Recognise the “debugging” process
 Code using Scratch to create a game using a moving vehicle
 Interact safely with others on a shared storytelling network
Design and Technology
 Structures
 Moving parts
 Model making
 Tool design and making
 Building structures
 Product evaluation
 Using research to inform design
 Selecting materials
 Making vehicles
 Building an Iron Man
 Using electrical circuits
Geography
 Volcanoes and earthquakes
 Ancient and modern day Greece
 Geographical features
 Using maps
 Geographical skills and fieldwork
History
 Ancient Rome – Pompeii
 Ancient Greece
 Prehistoric Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
 Local History Study
Literacy (Reading)
 Read words aloud and silently, using what they know about how words work and
are built from chunks of meaning to help me understand what they am reading
 Read and understand tricky words with unusual spellings and identify the difficult
bits inside them
 Listen to, read and talk about all sorts of different books and texts
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Read for a wide range of purposes from a wide range of texts
Name stories they have read, say what type of stories they are and tell some of
them in their own words
 Identify how stories and other different texts work, including themes like quests or
the triumph of good over evil. Spot some conventions like chapters in fiction, and
heading and diagrams in non-fiction
 Prepare and perform play-scripts and poems and hold their audience’s attention by
the way they are performed
 Recognise some different types of poem and explain how they work and how they
are different from each other
 Check the meaning of an unfamiliar word in the dictionary and use what they find
out to make sense of their reading
 Listen to themselves and check that their reading makes sense, checking the
meaning of unfamiliar words as they go and working out what they mean in their
particular context
 Pose questions for themselves as they read and continue reading to find the
answers to them
 Identify what the main ideas in a longer text are and sum them up in a few
sentences
 Pick up clues the writer had given them to help work out why characters do and
say the things they do and then explain how they have worked this out
 Say what they think is going to happen next in a story based on what has
happened so far and hints the writer has given
 Pick out and talk about words and phrases form their reading that caught their
attention and made them think
 Identify language, structure and presentation features in a text that help them to
understand what the writer wants them to understand
 Read a non-fiction text and find answers to questions they posed before reading it
and make notes for themselves so they can remember what they have learned
 Discuss what they have heard or read, taking turns and listening to what others
say
Literacy (Writing)
 Use simple and compound sentences accurately
 Use complex sentences to convey more than one idea or piece of information or to
explain or give reasons
 Vary sentence openings
 Use conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, while, so, because), adverbs (e.g. then,
next, soon, therefore) and prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in) to sequence
sentences and to express time, place and cause
 Use present and past tense appropriately and consistently with use of progressive
forms
 Use first and third person mostly accurately
 Use a/an correctly
 Punctuate the end of sentences mostly accurately
 Use capital letters accurately for known proper nouns
 Use apostrophes for contraction correctly
 Use apostrophes for possession with increasing accuracy, including plural
possession
 Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech, mostly accurately
 Use commas sometimes to mark clauses and phrases
 Use commas in lists, mostly accurately
 Ensure purpose and audience is clear and sustained throughout a text
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In narrative writing, organise sections to support meaning and include the main
features of story structure (beginning, middle and clearly developed resolution)
with relevant detail used to create a picture for the reader or to clarify information
 In non-narrative writing, group similar information into sections with some
effective paragraphing, simple organisational devices (including headings and
subheadings) and an ending relating to content
 Begin to use paragraphs to signal a change in setting
 Proof read own writing to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation
with developing precision
 Make improvements and changes following discussion or marking
 Carefully select adventurous word choices to add detail and to engage the reader
 Add detail by the expansion of noun phrases before and after the noun and with
the use of adverbials
 Use technical language appropriate to the text type
 Apply Year 3 spelling rules and guidance (including further homophones)
 Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand
which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined
 Use a joined style of handwriting
Mathematics
 Count in 4s, 8s, 50s, 100s and tenths from zero
 Read, write, compare and order numbers to at least 1000
 Know the place value of each digit in three-digit numbers
 Find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number
 Add and subtract ones, tens and hundreds to or form three-digit numbers
mentally, two two-digit numbers where the answers could exceed 100
 Add and subtract three-digit numbers using formal written columnar methods
 Tables and division facts for x3, x4 and x8
 Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator
 Develop formal written multiplication and division methods for two-digit by onedigit numbers
 Begin to understand unit and non-unit fractions as numbers on a number line, and
deduce relations between them, such as size and equivalence
 Measure the perimeter of simple shapes
 Tell the time to the nearest minute using analogue clocks
 Add and subtract amounts of money to give change, using both £ and p in practical
contexts
 Draw 2D and make 3D shapes
 Recognise and describe 3D shapes in different orientations
 Recognise that angles are a property of shape or a description of turn, using right
angles as a marker
 Horizontal and vertical lines and pairs of perpendicular and parallel lines
 Understand and use simple scales (e.g. 2, 5, 10 units per cm) in pictograms and
bar charts
 Solve number problems and practical problems involving these ideas
Modern Foreign Languages (French)
 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and
responding
 Explore patterns and sounds of language through songs and link the spelling,
sound and meaning of words
 Appreciate songs in French
 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when
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they are using familiar words and phrases
 Express opinions and respond to those of others
 Ask and answer questions
Music
 Composition
 Performing using metal objects for instruments
 Singing and performance
 Comparing music
 Rhythm
 Listening and appreciation
Personal, Social and Health Education
 Topical issues
 Resolving differences
 Being safe
 Presenting own opinions
 Thinking about the lives of others
 Living and growing (Sex and relationships education)
Physical Education
 Gymnastics
 Dance
 Games
 Athletics
 Swimming
Religious Education
 Investigate what happens during the festival of Diwali and whether the
celebrations bring a sense of belonging to Hindus
 Understand the reasons why a Sikh may choose to join the Khalsa
 Find out what the true meaning of Christmas is to Christians and compare this with
what Christmas means to others
 Retell Bible stories when miracles have happened and question whether Jesus
really did perform miracles
 Recall key events in the Easter story and understand why Jesus’ crucifixion
symbolises hope for Christians
 Understand the Hindu belief that there is one God with many different aspects
 Explore how Sikh beliefs affect their way of life and the importance they place on
sharing
 Understand the significance of the River Ganges both for a Hindu and non-Hindu
 Understand different ways that Sikhs show their commitment to God, comparing
their practices in order to explore which shows the most commitment
Science
 Rocks
 Plants
 Light
 Working scientifically
 Light and dark
 Sources and reflectors
 Shadows
 Sun safety
 Forces and Magnets
More information
We provide additional support to parents in a number of ways:
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The Calculation Routeway (which explains maths calculation strategies) is available
on the school website
The Grammar Routeway (defining when and how we teach grammar) is also
available on the school website
Curriculum information letters come out each term with a breakdown of what is
being covered within those shorter blocks of time
We run parental workshops for key areas (e.g. phonics, maths calculation, Sex and
Relationships Education, eSafety) – materials from these workshops are then made
available on the school website
Communication with parents throughout the year through meetings and reports
about the achievement of their child in school

We are also looking for more ways of providing useful information to parents to help
them support their child’s learning and welcome ideas to further improve this aspect
of our work.
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