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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Lateral Flow Testing for Staff in School 
 
In the week beginning Monday 25th January, the government is making self-administered 
(use at home) Lateral Flow Devices available to all staff who work in schools. 
 
Since the beginning of term, all staff have been encouraged to access Lateral Flow testing at 
centres within the community and many have been doing so.  However, the new Lateral 
Flow Testing Devices will make this testing easier and more efficient.  Along with the other 
protective measures we are taking, this is another layer in helping us to help make school as 
safe an environment as possible for everyone. 
 
Up to one in three people who have Covid-19 have the virus without symptoms so could be 
transmitting the virus unknowingly. Tackling the pandemic requires identifying asymptomatic, 
infectious individuals. By increasing the availability of testing, we will help to reduce the 
spread in schools and within the community in general. 
 
I am writing to inform all parents and carers of this for two main reasons: 
 
1) To keep you up to date with our continuing efforts to keep the community safe 
2) To inform you that with increased testing comes the possibility of increased positive 

results being returned (and thus an increase in instances of us asking children and staff 
to self-isolate). 

 
If a staff member receives a positive result from a Lateral Flow Test, they will then book a 
PCR test to confirm this.  All in-school contacts will have to start a 10 day self-isolation 
period from the date of the positive Lateral-Flow Test and will need to complete this unless 
the subsequent PCR test returns a negative result.  We will keep anybody affected up to 
date with all information required as soon as it available to us. 
 
We absolutely understand that when we have to ask people to self-isolate it brings many 
challenges.  We continue to work carefully on our social-distancing practices in school to 
reduce close contacts as much as possible and minimise the impact of positive cases 
whenever they do occur.  However, I am sure you will appreciate that, whilst this new 
initiative could provide challenges in some instances, it is very important that Grange Farm 
plays its part in this new national project to help combat the spread of COVID-19. 
 
 
Many thanks for your continuing support, 
 
Martin Ledgard 
Headteacher 


