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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Class Mixing for September 2021 
 
Prior to Covid-19 we had introduced class mixing to Grange Farm with a standard 
pattern of mixing classes at the end of Year 2 and at the end of Year 4.  We paused 
class mixing prior to September 2020 due to the ongoing uncertainty of the Covid-19 
situation but we are now planning our approach for the beginning of the next 
academic year. 
 
The reasons for mixing classes are based on enabling the children to succeed in all 
ways – socially, academically and beyond.  This is a common goal that we know the 
whole community shares. 
 
Children learn with and from each other and giving them the opportunity to work with 
different class-mates for phases of their time with us in school enables them to 
benefit from this in different ways.  It also means that they learn to work with different 
people, developing skills in forming relationships in this regard that will stand them in 
good stead now and in preparation for future schooling, particularly at secondary 
level. 
 
Furthermore, we know that the best learning takes place in classrooms where there 
is a real balance of abilities, strengths, needs and characteristics of children and in 
the relationships between them.  Children change as they grow and develop and the 
balance within classes changes as a result.  Mixing classes provides us with an 
opportunity to optimise this balance to enable the best conditions for learning we can 
provide. 
 
For September, we are going to mix the Year 2 and Year 4 cohorts according to our 
usual pattern.   
 
We are also going to mix the current Year 3 cohort as these classes have not been 
mixed due to Covid-19 last year.  Our intention moving forward is that they would 
then stay in these classes and not be mixed again during their remaining three 
years.  We will, of course, monitor this over time and review it if necessary. 
 
We have thought carefully about our current Year 5 cohort and decided not to mix 
them for their final year at Grange Farm.  We have considered the situation, our 
knowledge of the children and also taken into account the fact that they already have 
been mixed once during their time at Grange Farm.  However, whilst we do not 
formally stream children in Year 6, we do introduce more flexibility in terms of 



 

children from within the two classes working together and, furthermore, there are lots 
of activities that see the classes naturally mixing.  We will ensure we maximise the 
benefits of this with respect to the social positives it brings. 
 
For clarity, the class mixing approach for September 2021 will be: 
 

Current Year Reception Stay in current class groups 

Current Year 1 Stay in current class groups 

Current Year 2 Mix into two new class groups 

Current Year 3 Mix into two new class groups 

Current Year 4 Mix into two new class groups 

Current Year 5 Stay in current class groups 

 
The aim in mixing classes is to create two parallel classes in which the children will 
be equally well placed to learn with, from and alongside each other.  We will take into 
account: 
 

 Ability – we will aim for an equal spread of ability in each class – we are not 

streaming children into sets according to their ability 

 Working relationships – we know that some children work and learn really well 

with particular class-mates and we will take this, and the way it changes over 

time, into account 

 Friendships – we also know that children feel secure with particular friends 

and that this can have an impact on their learning – this will also be taken 

fully into account 

 
This summer term, Years 2, 3 and 4 will be doing some additional PSHE work about 
friends and friendships to help them make the most of the changes to come. 
 
Our thinking and planning has already begun and will continue throughout this term 
up until us announcing new classes (and teachers) in time for “meet the teacher” day 
towards the end of year. 
 
Class teachers have told the children about the class mixing where it taking place, so 
that they are aware this is going to be happening. 
 
If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns regarding how the class mix may 
work for your child, you are more than welcome to raise them.  Your child’s class 
teacher would be an ideal first person to talk to (this could be at our rearranged 
parents’ evening in May) because they will play a key role in helping us achieve the 
best mixes possible. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Martin Ledgard 
Headteacher 
 


