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Headteacher: Mr Ledgard

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Sahota

Senior Leadership Team: Mrs Whateley, Miss S Lewis, Miss Morris, Mrs Dismorr

SENDCO: Mrs Cowie & Miss Morris

Teachers: Reception – Mrs Whateley and Miss R Lewis
Year 1 – Mr Byrne and Mrs Kumar
Year 2 – Miss S Lewis and Miss Armitstead
Year 3 – Miss Sargent and Miss Dewar
Year 4 – Mr Carless and Miss Bains
Year 5 – Miss Hodgkins and Mrs Solman/Mrs Hastings
Year 6 – Mrs Dismorr and Mrs Matthews/Miss Morris

Learning Mentor: Mrs Heath

Other regular staff: Mr McCoy, Mrs Kaur, Mr Ward, Mrs Doherty, Mrs Stacey, Miss O’Brien



No day in school is 
ever quite the same 
but (at the moment) 
most days follow a 

pattern like this:

8:45 to 9:00 Children come into classrooms

9:00 to 9:05 Register

9:05 to 10:45 Session 1 (Shared Reading and English)

10:45 to 11:00 Morning Break

11:00 to 12:15 Session 2 (Maths)

12:15 to 1:15 Lunch Break

1:15 to 3:15 Afternoon lessons (wider curriculum)

3:15 to 3:30 Children leave school



We teach reading in a number of 
ways across school, depending on 
the age and ability of the children.  
Once the children have learnt their 

phonics in KS1 they then move 
onto comprehension –

understanding the meaning of 
texts.  This can be the literal 
meaning and also the hidden 

meanings that authors sneak into 
their writing. Whole class sessions 

are used to help children 
understand and explain what they 

are reading. The children will 
continue to use AR and be able to 

complete quizzes at home.

When we talk about Writing we 
are talking about much more than 
just handwriting (although that is 
important).  To write well children 

need to bring together a wide 
range of skills – grammar, 
punctuation, spelling, text 

structure and organisation, style, 
purpose, audience, language 

choice and much more besides (all 
of this across a wide range of 

genres – fiction and non-fiction).  
There is a lot to learn and a lot to 

remember! There are a set of non-
negotiables that the children are 

made aware of.

The English language is a tricky 
one to learn.  When we first teach 
children Phonics we teach one way 

of representing sounds but, for 
most sounds, there are many and 
this is why spelling can be really 

hard.  There is a list of words 
expected to be spelt by each year 
group but also general rules (and 

exceptions) to learn as they go 
along.  Spelling tests are one 

measure of how well they are 
doing but we also pay close 

attention to how they apply what 
they know in their independent 

writing.



Maths is taught in a cycle.  The same topics are 
covered multiple times through each year, with 

children building gradually within each topic and also 
increasingly seeing how the different topics link 

together.

One of the key things we encourage, to help children 
with their maths, is to learn key facts.  This includes 

facts like number bonds and times tables.  If they 
“know” these without having to think about them, 

they can focus their thinking power on more 
complicated problems. For this reason, as mentioned 

earlier, we really value your support practising for 
the weekly badge tests at home.

· Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 
million and numbers with up to three decimal places, 
determine the value of each digit
· Interpret negative numbers in context, counting 
backwards and forwards
· Round any number up to a million to a power of 10 and 
decimals with two decimal places to the nearest whole or 
tenth
· Add and subtract whole numbers with more than four 
digits, including using formal written methods
· Identify prime numbers to 100 and recall those to 19, 
awareness of prime factors and non-prime numbers
· Short multiplication and division of four-digit by a one-
digit and long multiplication of four-digit by two-digit 
number
· Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving 
decimals by 10, 100 and 1000



We want every child in school 
to read every day.  Children in 
Reception and Key Stage 1 will 
have a home reader from our 

banded reading scheme.  
When they reach the end of 

that scheme, they move onto 
independent choice and now 

Accelerated Reader is allowing 
children to record what they 

read as well.

Children have spellings to 
learn every week according to 
their age group and ability but 

they also add their own 
personal words from errors 

they have made in their work.  
As well as learning for tests, 
children spend curriculum 
time focussed on learning 

spellings in a range of different 
ways.  We are now introducing 

Spelling Shed to support 
learning across school.

Children are expected to 
regularly practise for their 

‘Multiplication Monsters’ badge 
tests. An information pack on 
the website provides guidance 

with a variety of ideas and 
websites to support this. Please 
ask your child which badge test 
they are on. Another piece of 

maths homework which may be 
linked to Times Table Rockstars

will be sent out to support 
learning in school.



Teachers assess children all the time.  Listening to their answers, observing them in lessons and marking their 
independent work all gives us valuable information about the things they can do and what they need to work on 

next.

However, we do also use more formal testing at times to help build this picture of their achievement.

National assessments have been seriously affected by the pandemic over the last two years but these are 
scheduled to take place as normal at the end of this year.  At the end of Year 1 (June) children sit the Phonics 

Check.  In Year 2 and Year 6 children complete statutory national assessments in English and Maths during May.  
During the summer term, Year 4 will complete a statutory times tables check.  We also use in-school tests at other 
times in the year (usually the end of November and May) for all other year groups to give us an understanding of 

what children can do independently based on the prior few months of learning.



Most mornings in school are focussed on English and Maths.  During the afternoon, we divide our time between the rest 
of the areas of the curriculum.  A lot of this learning is based on Cornerstones topic themes  - this term, these are:

Not all subjects fit with the topic theme each term and are taught separately instead.  We try to ensure that children get 
experience of every subject, every term.

Revolution Stargazers Hola Mexico Time Traveller Allotment



The government expects children to do two hours of Physical Education every week, 
covering a variety of areas including games, gymnastics, dance, athletics and swimming.  

Children have to do P.E. – if they can’t for any reason, please do let us know.

We have set times for P.E. (see Autumn term information letter) which do change each 
term because coordinating all the classes doing all of these activities can be a little 

complicated.  We aim to minimise the number of different people that teach children 
during the year but they may see different people for P.E. throughout the year because we 

try to take advantage of different people’s expertise (e.g. in dance of gymnastics).

During the Covid-19 pandemic, we asked children to come into school wearing their PE kit 
rather than having it in school to change into.  This has worked really well so we are 

keeping this system in place for now.  Please ensure that your child’s PE kit does adhere to 
our school uniform expectations.

Mr McCoy







All children are different and one of the challenges that all schools face is meeting the needs of all of the different 
learners that we have.  We all want every child to make the most of their potential.

Most of what we do is about differentiating children’s experiences in lessons, setting independent tasks and 
asking questions that help to challenge them at an appropriate level.

However, where there is something specific to work on, a child may do some extra work (either individually or in a 
group) with a teacher of a teaching assistant.  This extra bit of work is called “intervention” and can be because a 

child has a particular hurdle we are trying to overcome or because we think we can push them on a bit further 
with some of their learning.

Our school SENCOs (Special Educational Needs Coordinator) are Mrs Cowie and Miss Morris and our Inclusion 
Lead is Mrs Sahota.  They will support teachers, children and families where a specific barrier has been identified 
that could have a longer-term impact on their learning.  If you have any concerns about anything like this, please 

do talk to us.



www.grangefarmschool.co.uk


