
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Grange Farm to all new children and parents and welcome back to our 

familiar faces. In this edition of our school reading newsletter, we’ll be kicking off the 

year with a feature on author Roald Dahl, some recommendations of some upcoming 

‘bookish’ events at Warwick Arts Centre and, of course, some book recommendations 

for readers who might want to try something new. 

 

Upcoming Events at Warwick Arts Centre 

The Tiger Who Came to Tea, a musical play based on the book by Judith Kerr. 

Tuesday 26th October – Thursday 28th October 

Recommended for age 3+      (£14) 

Oh, the Things We’re For! Change Festival 2021.  

A celebration of a better world. A poetic, lively story by Innosanto 

Nagara, brought to life alongside Beethoven’s septet, performed by 

Orchestra for the Earth. A family event. 

Saturday 6th November 4pm. 

Recommended for age 7 +      (£16) 

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar Christmas Show 

4 Eric Carle stories (Brown Bear Brown Bear, Dream Snow, 10 Little Rubber 

Ducks and The Very Hungry Caterpillar) brought to life with puppets and 

music. 

Saturday 18th December – Friday 24th December  

Recommended for ages 1-6     (From £16.50) 

 

Did you know that Finham Library now has a café? Café on the Green serves drinks and cakes 

during their normal opening hours, so you can now browse books while enjoying 

refreshments.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War &  Remembrance Reading Recommendations 

WHY? by Nicolai Popov 

An excellent book to share with younger children which provokes 

discussion about conflict on a personal level, and amongst wider 

groups and countries. When a frog takes a flower that he likes 

the look of, his joy is short-lived when a mouse tries to steal it. 

The frog’s friends band together to scare the mouse away, but 

then the mouse gets organised with retaliation of his own. This 

book explores how and why wars develop, how senseless conflict 

can often appear, and provides an opportunity for children to 

discuss how to de-escalate and resolve. 

The Missing: The True Story of My Family in World War 
II by Michael Rosen 

A collection of prose recollections, poetry, documents, letters, and 

photographs that relate to Michael Rosen’s quest to find out what 

happened to his relatives who went missing during WW2. 

Recommended for Key Stage 2 children. 

The Best Christmas Present in the World by Michael 
Morpurgo and Michael Foreman 

A simple and evocative picture book, suitable for Years 3 & 4 children, 

that tells the story of a truce in the trenches for Christmas 1914, when 

soldiers from both sides stopped fighting during WW1. 

Where The Poppies Now Grow by Hilary Robinson and 
Martin Impey 

A poignant picture book story of friendship, change, and survival, set 

during WW1. The rhyme makes this text an ideal one to read and share 

with younger children but is suitable for children all primary school-aged 

children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roald Dahl Story Day 

The Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre 

in Aylesbury and Great Missenden, 

Buckinghamshire is a good day out for the 

family if you’re interested in discovering 

the birthplace of those well-loved stories. 

 

Head over to 

www.roalddahl.com 

for loads of craft ideas, 

book  and character 

quizzes and more 

information about the 

world Roald Dahl 

created. 

 

Monday 13th September was Roald Dahl Day. It is a 

day to celebrate his stories and characters. 

A little about Roald Dahl… 

Born in Llandaff, Wales, on 13th September 1916 to 

Norwegian parents, Harald Dahl and Sofie Magdalene 

Hesselberg, Dahl was named after Roald Amundsen, 

the Norwegian who had been the first man to reach the 

South Pole just four years earlier. His mother sent him 

to boarding school - first to St Peter's, Weston-super-

Mare; then, in 1929, to Repton - where many bizarre 

and memorable events would later be recounted 

in Boy. Pupils at Repton were invited to trial chocolate 

bars, a memory that stayed with Dahl throughout his 

life, inspiring Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

Schooldays happily behind him, Dahl’s lust for travel 

took him first to Canada, then to East Africa, where he 

worked for an oil company until the outbreak of World 

War Two. He enlisted in the Royal Air Force at 23 years 

old. In September 1940, Dahl received severe injuries 

to his head, nose and back when his Gladiator crash-

landed in the Western Desert. After six months 

recovering from his injuries in Alexandria he returned 

to action, taking part in The Battle of Athens. Later, 

after a posting to Washington, he supplied intelligence 

to MI6. 

But of course, he is most famous for writing a huge 

selection of children’s stories! 

Roald Dahl died on 23 November 1990, aged 74. He was 

buried in the parish church of St Peter and St Paul in 

Great Missenden - the Buckinghamshire village where 

today  The Roald Dahl Museum and Story 

Centre continues his extraordinary mission to amaze, 

thrill and inspire generations of children and their 

parents. 

 

 

Here are some quotes from Roald Dahl 

that may inspire you… 

‘I will not pretend I wasn't petrified. I was. 

But mixed in with the awful fear was a 

glorious feeling of excitement. Most of 

the really exciting things we do in our lives 

scare us to death. They wouldn't be 

exciting if they didn't.’ – Danny the 

Champion of the World 

‘Somewhere inside all of us is the power 

to change the world.’ – Matilda 

‘You’ll never get anywhere if you go about 

what-iffing like that.’ – Charlie and the 

Great Glass Elevator 

http://www.roalddahl.com/
https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/about
https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/about
https://www.roalddahl.com/museum
https://www.roalddahl.com/museum
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/277120/danny--the-champion-of-the-world--colour-edition-/9780141357874.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/277120/danny--the-champion-of-the-world--colour-edition-/9780141357874.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/312574/matilda-at-30--world-traveller/9780241378755.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/277037/charlie-and-the-great-glass-elevator--colour-edition-/9780141357850.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/277037/charlie-and-the-great-glass-elevator--colour-edition-/9780141357850.html


 

 

 

 

Are you a Roald Dahl wizard? 

Try this crossword. 

 



 

 

Launched by Her Royal Highness Duchess of Cornwall on 25 May 2021, One 
Million Reads Coventry is aiming to reach 1,000,000 reads by May 2022! A 
‘read’ is any published story, poem, or article you have read or heard. 

Get free books from your library and read, listen, or download them to be 
part of the challenge! You can count your reads towards the One Million 
goal by visiting your local library, collecting your tokens, and slotting them 
into the display. Watch the installation at Central Library unfold, as each 
milestone is reached! 

You can submit your reads here: 
https://myaccount.coventry.gov.uk/service/One_Million_Reads 

 

 

A Book Review  by Mia (3S) 

 

 

https://myaccount.coventry.gov.uk/service/One_Million_Reads


 

 

Tips for hearing your child  read at home 

Before you start: 

• Make sure that your child is comfortable and that there are no distractions, eg: television, music 

• Talk about the front and back cover appearance of the book. If they chose it, ask why. What do they 

think the book is about? Do the pictures help tell the story? Who is the author?  

During Reading: 

• Use lots of praise!  

• Stop at appropriate places in the text to ask questions about the plot and characters. Ask your child 

what they think will happen next.  

• Explain that looking at the pictures can help with clues as to what happens next.  

• If your child stumbles over a word, allow them enough time to self-correct. If your child cannot self-

correct simply read the word for your child.  

• Do not force your child to decipher every word they struggle with as this will interrupt the flow. It is 

important to keep the flow going as it aids understanding and enjoyment. Focus on the words that 

they come across regularly. 

• If your child gets stuck on a word remind them of the different ways they can work out what the word 

says. Sound out each phoneme Find chunks in a word that they can read Break the word down into 

readable chunks.  

• Use high frequency word knowledge—very important for words that can’t be sounded out. Helping 

your child learn these will quicken the reading process 

After Reading: 

• Discuss the text. Did your child enjoy reading? Did he/she have a favourite part of the story or a part 

they didn't like? Why? Who was his/her favourite character? Why? Was the story exciting/sad/funny? 

Why? Did the story end how they thought it was going to? Would they have changed anything? 

Remember these questions are only examples and should not be asked as a list every time your child 

reads.  

Reading does not have to take place at a set time and place each day. Grandparents and other children can 

hear your child read too and remember reading does not have to be confined to school reading scheme books; 

children can read labels, signs, magazines, the newspaper and their own books from home.  

Reading and re-reading a favourite book is invaluable and allows your child to make 

links outside of the book. As much as you can, try to be a positive reading role model 

and let your child see you reading books. 

For more advice, see: https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/ 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/


 

 

Year 5 Reading Recommendations 

‘My favourite book is Diary of 

a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney 

because the author makes 

the story seem very realistic 

and believable.’ Adina 

 

 ‘My favourite book is 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 

because I love action and 

thrills and there’s always a 

bad guy.’ Riley 

 

 ‘I love the book The Girl 

Who Stole and Elephant by 

Nizrana Farook because it is 

fascinating.’ Amelia 

 

 

‘My favourite book is The 

Day I Fell Into a Fairy Tale by 

Ben Miller. It’s my favourite 

book because it has exciting 

features and encourages me 

to read.’ Shreya 

 

 

‘My favourite book is Dork 

Diaries by Rachel Renee 

Russel because it’s full of 

lots of drama, mean girls 

and thrill.’ Jasmine 

 

‘My favourite book is Bunny vs 

Monkey and the League of 

Doom by Jamie Smart because 

it is funny and the bad guys 

should win every time but 

something ridiculous will 

happen and the good guys win 

for the time being.’ Joe 

 

What noise does a frog make in a library? 

Read-it, read-it, read-it. 



 

 

Year 5’s ‘What we love about books…’ 

Adit says, “I 
like reading 
because it 
keeps me 
entertained.” 

Meghan says, “I 
like the book 
Matilda because 
it's fun to find out 
what she does to 
her parents.  I 
have read it five 
or six times 
because I love it!” 

 

Arlo says, “I like 
reading because 
it's like you're 
entering a 
different 

world.” 

Ekham says,  
“I like reading 
because you 
learn new 
things on the 
way.” 

October is Black History Month 

The Book Trust have compiled a list of historical stories from Black History around the 

world. To see the full list, follow this link: 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/b/black-history-month/ 

 

Here are some examples of the books shortlisted.  

Perhaps you have them or have spotted them 

around school or in your local library? 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/b/black-history-month/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diversity in Literature 

 

 

 

 

Penguin Publishers and Runnymede Trust 

commissioned research to find out what barriers 

prevent more books by Black, Asian and minority 

ethnic writers being read and used in schools and 

in turn, recommendations for change were made. 

These recommendations should give us food for 

thought as school leaders, teachers and parents. 

Here are some of their findings,  
but you can read the full report here 

https://litincolour.penguin.co.uk/ and 

view their recommended book lists 

here 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/campaig

ns/lit-in-colour/teaching-

resources/reading-lists.html.  

https://litincolour.penguin.co.uk/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/campaigns/lit-in-colour/teaching-resources/reading-lists.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/campaigns/lit-in-colour/teaching-resources/reading-lists.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/campaigns/lit-in-colour/teaching-resources/reading-lists.html

